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What is Biology?


Who is it for?

What will I study?

The course is made up of:


AS


Unit 1: F211 Cells, Exchange and Transport

This unit is composed of the modules Cells and Exchange and Transport.  
It considers cells as the basic units of all living things, how cells are specialised, how communication between cells occurs and how they divide.
It then goes on to study the need for transport systems in mammals and plants.

As in all modules, practical work is included where appropriate.


Unit 2: F212 Molecules, Biodiversity, Food and Health

Module 1 is Biological Molecules and includes study of all the main chemical groups involved in biological systems such as carbohydrates and enzymes.

Module 2 is Food and Health and includes study of diet, food production, diseases and their causes and prevention of disease.

Module 3 is Biodiversity and Evolution. It includes study of habitats; how they are sampled, what lives in them and how they are conserved. Finally we will study 
classification and evolution

Unit 3: F213 Practical skills in Biology 1


A2


Unit 4: F214 Communication, Homeostasis and Energy

Unit 5: F215 Control, Genomes and Environment



Unit 6: F216 practical Skills in Biology 2

How will I be assessed?

See Dr. R. Del Buono for further details.
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Biology is the study of life and living things.








Biology A level is aimed at students who wish to study Biology at a higher level than GCSE. It is a well-respected qualification that is recognised by all higher education institutions and employers. It is a good preparation for medical and paramedical careers such as nursing, medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, physiotherapy, etc, but can also be used for entry into other careers such as scientific research, banking, law, teaching, etc.








You will study all the key biological concepts. Once the key concepts have been developed, you will then study applications of them in everyday life.


























This unit assesses practical and investigative skills. 


There is no written exam, all assessment is done in class.


The tasks will set by OCR and carried out under controlled conditions.








Module 1 is Communication & Homeostasis and includes the nervous system and hormones.





Module 2 is Excretion. It considers how the kidneys, liver and lungs get rid of waste products.





Module 3 is Photosynthesis and Module 4 is Respiration. These are two fundamental biological processes





Module 1 is Cellular Control and Variation. It includes the study of how genes control cell function and lead to variation, and how characteristics are inherited. Module 2 is Biotechnology and Gene Technologies. It studies aspects of biology that are at the forefront of scientific research such as cloning and genetic engineering. Module 3 is Ecosystems and Sustainability and studies how organisms work together in ecosystems. Module 4 is Responding to the Environment  including study of behaviour








This is similar to Unit 3 but assesses investigative skills developed during the 


A2 units.
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AS Unit F211


1 hour written exam





60 marks


30% of total AS marks











AS Unit F212


1 hour 45 minute written exam


100 marks


50% of total AS marks





AS Unit F213


Coursework





40 marks


20% of the total AS marks
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A2 Unit F214


1 hour written exam





60 marks


15% of total A level marks





A2 Unit F215


1 hour 45 minute written exam


100 marks


25% of total A level marks





A2 Unit F216


Coursework





40 marks


10 of total A level marks
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