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What is Critical Thinking? 
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Who is it for?




 How is it useful and what will I study?


The course is made up of:


AS


Unit 1: Foundation Unit



Unit 2: Information, Inference and Explanation





How will I be assessed?

Unit 1 will be sat in January 2012 and unit 2 in May 2012. The classes will be 2 hours per week. There will be no homework or coursework but students will be expected to take an active interest in current affairs as a knowledge of these will contribute to success on the course and there will be a weekly ‘News’ quiz in lessons with prizes for winning teams!

See  Ms Yemm for further details. 

Download the AQA A specification from www.aqa.org.uk
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Critical thinking involves questioning the world around us and not taking for granted what newspapers or the TV , parents, friends, teachers or even ‘experts’ say. It’s about thinking independently, but logically and rationally, it’s about saying…’ahh but?’ when you read, hear or see something,  not just for the sake of it, but because you can see that there are issues needing clarification or assumptions that have been made.





When we’re toddlers our parents and carers got exasperated with our constant ‘why?...why?..why?’ questions about the way the world works….well critical thinking is a bit like going back to being a toddler again but this time we’re questioning the answers we receive to our ‘whys?’!








Students who study critical thinking must be interested in debates and controversies and be comfortable 


with inconclusive issues as there typically many ways of looking at information and no definitive right answer. 


Someone who is a critical thinker has been described as being tolerant, intelligent, broad minded, creative 


in their thinking, versatile, able to take the initiative, good at problem solving and analysis…is this you or 


could this be you?... Congratulations, critical thinking is the ideal subject for you!... 





Whereas someone who does not think critically can be described as intolerant, shallow, narrow-minded, 


gullible and inattentive…if you recognise any of these traits in  yourself studying critical thinking can help you! 





Although critical thinking applies and develops skills you use every day and in your other subjects, it is a challenging subject that’s not everybody’s cup of tea and some kind find it difficult. Students who are likely to be successful in Critical Thinking should already have English and Maths to at least C grade at GCSE.








If you take Critical thinking as an additional AS you’ll not only get yet another qualification, as if that isn’t enough!...you’ll get so much more….





Critical thinking is about developing the skills that universities and employers expect you to have, especially in today’s competitive market. It helps you become an independent thinker who can constructively challenge information .





Although some universities do not count Critical Thinking when offering grades and UCAS points for places, an increasing number do, for example Nottingham Trent. So having and AS in Critical thinking could make the difference between you gaining a place or not, and all universities value it when it appears in your personal statement.





Students who take critical thinking say that it helps them with their other subjects as their skills in argument, debate and expression are enhanced.





It can be lots of fun!





Critical thinking is about investigating the difference between opinions and facts and considering how good the reasoning is people use when they present arguments, are there flaws or assumptions in what they say, are their reasons justified and is their reasoning logical etc?





For example is the fact that the majority of the general public agree with reintroducing the death penalty a good enough reason for the government to re-instate capital punishment?... what are the facts and what is opinion? What are the arguments for and against and to what extent are they supported by evidence?





Introduction to identifying reasoning, analysing and evaluating argument, responding to and presenting argument.








Application of critical skills to the assessment of information and data, and to drawing inferences. 





Introduction of a range of skills related to 


understanding and using data.
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Unit 1: A 1 hour 30 minute exam. Short answers and 1 short  essay on source materials=Worth 50% of AS 








Unit 2: A 1 hour 30 minute exam.  Short answers and 1 short  essay  on source materials. Worth 50% of AS 
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