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What is History?

Who is it for?

What will I study?

The course is made up of:


AS


Unit 1:  Modern European and World History Period Study

 
Unit 2:  British History Enquiry


A2


Unit 3:  Historical Interpretations and Investigations


Unit 4:  Historical Themes

How will I be assessed?


See Ms.Fawcett, Ms. Andrews, Mr. Park, or Mr. Wharmby for further details.
History








AS / A2 Level





2012-2014








The Kimberley School





A Foundation School





Sixth Form








History








History is the study of the past. At AS/A level, students develop expertise in historical skills and acquire knowledge and understanding through the ability to study a wide range of topics in British, European and World History from the Early Modern period through to the late twentieth century. 








History is for anyone who has an interest in the past and how it effects the present. The skills that are needed in History i.e. the ability to investigate and interpret events and people, are skills that are in great demand in the world of work. 





History is a highly regarded qualification because of its academic rigour and the transferability of the skills it develops. 





Minimum entry is GCSE grade C.








At AS Level there are two mandatory units: 





	A Modern European and World History Period Study – this will be 





		Germany 1919-1963





	A British History Enquiry – this will be 





		The Condition of England 1815-1853





These units are each worth 50% of the AS level and 25% of the A Level. Both are assessed through a 1 hour 30 minute examination. 





At A Level there are two units:





	Historical Interpretations and Investigations – 2 x 200 word pieces 


	of coursework on 





		Britain under Thatcher 1979-1990





	Historical Themes – a study of a key theme covering a period of 


	100 years from the Modern Period. 





		Russia and its Rulers 1855-1964





The Interpretations and Investigation Coursework will be worth 20% and the Historical Themes 30% of the full A Level. 








 








Democracy and Dictatorship in Germany 1919-63


The key issues in this unit are the strength or Weimar Germany in the 1920s' how and why the Nazi Party came to power? How did the Nazis maintain their position in power after 1933? How successful were Hitler's economic and social policies? Why was Germany divided after the Second World War? How successful was Adenauer as Chancellor from 1949 to 1963? 

















The Condition of England 1815-1853. This option is concerned with some of the key political, social and economic questions posed by industrialisation, and the extent to which they changed and were tackled by governments of the period. 


How serious a threat to governments were the Radicals 1815–37? What problems arose in the treatment of the needs of children and how effectively were they tackled? Why were poverty and public health such significant issues? 


How radical were the political, social and economic demands of the Chartists? and to what extent 














Britain under Thatcher 1979-1990. Why there was a change in direction in post-war British politics under Thatcher, the extent of the ‘revolution’ in social, economic and foreign policy and why Thatcher fell from power. How far was Thatcher’s success a result of Labour’s failure and the breakdown of post-war consensus?  Did Conservative policies towards the economy, the welfare state and trade unions amount to a revolution, or were their effects exaggerated?  To what extent was Britain’s position in the world changed by Thatcher’s foreign policy? Did Thatcher’s fall from power come about mainly as a result of her style of government?





• Did Thatcher’s fall from power come about mainly as a result of her style of gove 














Russia and its Rulers 1855-1964


 This theme focuses on the nature of Russian government and its impact on the Russian people and society. Students should understand the similarities and differences between the autocratic rule of the Tsars to 1917 and the Communist dictatorship that followed. They will know the main developments and turning points relevant to the theme.  
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Historical Interpretations & Investigations 


2 x 2000 word coursework. – 20% A Level








Historical Themes 


2hour exam 





30% A Level











A Level
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Period Study





1hr 30mins Exam


50% of AS Level


25% A Level 








British History Enquiry





1hr 30mins Exam


50% of AS Level 


25% A Level











Full AS Level


Or


50% A Level
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