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What is Applied ICT?

Who is it for?


What will I study?


The course is made up of:


AS


Unit 1: Using ICT to Communicate


Unit 2: How Organisations use ICT


Unit 3: ICT Solutions for individuals and Society

A2



Unit 4: Developing and Creating Websites


Unit 5: Publishing


Unit 6: Working to a Brief

How will I be assessed?
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Information and Communication Technology is a subject that comprises theoretical knowledge and practical experience in a range of software application packages Using work-related contexts, innovative teaching and assessment methods, this subject is designed to provide a progression route to higher education and further training for employment. 





Both the AS/A2 Level in Applied ICT qualifies for UCAS points. Students who successfully complete the qualification will be well equipped to move onto degrees and BTEC Higher National Diplomas in related subjects such as ICT, Computer Science, Information Systems, Multimedia, Software Engineering, Computer Networking, e-Business and Information Management. This intense and exciting course is suitable for those wishing to join the dynamic and successful field of ICT.








As well as four mandatory AS units and one mandatory A2 unit, there are four optional AS units and eleven optional A2 units from which candidates can choose.





Mandatory Units:


Using ICT to communicate 


How organisations use ICT


ICT solutions for individuals and society


System specification and configuration


Working to a brief





Optional Units:


Problem solving with ICT 


Software development - design


Communication using computers 


Introduction to programming 


Numerical modelling using spreadsheets 


Interactive multimedia products 


Publishing 


Artwork and imaging 


Developing and creating websites 


Software developments 


Network solutions 


Program design, production and testing


Database design 


Developing and maintaining ICT systems for users 


ICT solutions for people with individual needs 





The availability of a large number of optional units, allows student’s to tailor the course to meet their specific future requirements. Thus those who aspire to work in the programming or networking environment will utilise the units which allow them to demonstrate these necessary skills. 





The key feature of the course is the suitability of its application to meet employment requirements and provide the basis for further education. The course gives student’s a real insight into the demands of the ICT industry. Realistic project timelines and management issues give the student’s the responsibility to develop business/ICT solutions which meet the needs of both the user’s and the target market. 














In this unit students will demonstrate:





An understanding of why and how organisations present information and the technologies that support these methods,


The method of presenting a corporate image and how templates can be used to enforce corporate standards,


Using and combining different types of media to create layout styles to suit the audience of a specific communication,


Evaluate the communications produced.





In this unit students will show an understanding of:





How organisations are structured and how they exchange information,


The movement of information in organisations via diagrams,


The impact that technological developments have had on working practices, working styles and employment opportunities, 


How the introduction of robotics and other linked ICT systems have affected methods of production,


The purpose of legislation related to using ICT, and what organisations must do to comply with the legislation.





In this unit students will look at:





How to search for information efficiently and effectively,


The impact access to information via the World Wide Web has had on society and how individuals live their lives,


Information disseminated from public service websites,


The increased use of web – based communication by organisations and the effect on those who do not yet have access to ICT,


Information from a variety of sources, analysing numerical data and presenting the results of an investigation,


Evaluating sources and methods used to find information.





In this unit students will:





Understand the requirements for setting up a website


Plan and design a website and understand the need to plan and design a website


Create a website using web page development software and upload it


Test and evaluate their website proofreading and making sure their website is fit for purpose.





In this unit students will show:





An understanding of the key concepts to create publications of a professional standard


An appreciation of desktop publishing (DTP) and word-processing packages, with a look at their capabilities and suitability to meet specific requirements,


Recognition of the many documents produced by DTP facilities and the range of hardware and software for this purpose.


The ability to critically sample work undertaken by designers, illustrators, and newspaper artists.





In this unit students will:





Assess their ability to plan and deliver a project 


Practice and develop skills used to produce a solution to a brief


Carry out research in order to formulate a plan


Produce a solution to the given brief


Critically evaluate their performance with regards to project management and meeting the initial requirements.
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See Mrs. Stoddart (Head of ICT) for further details.











