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HEAD'S LINESHEAD'S LINES  

 

The goodé. 
 

Ofsted came into school this term to inspect our 
Science Faculty. They made judgements on 
teaching and learning, achievement, curriculum 
and leadership and management.  We were rated 
as good in each category which meant, of course, 
that our overall effectiveness was also rated as 
good.   
 

I am delighted to inform you that the school has 
won an award from the SSAT (Specialist Schools 
and Academies Trust). We are recognized in the 
òmost improved schoolsó category, for having  
increased our A* -C  pass rate year on year and by 
at least 35% over three years.  Last year, we  
won an award for significant improvement in  
this category. I asked our Senior Deputy Head-
teacher, Miss Andrews, to represent the school at 
the celebratory dinner in London at the Royal  
College of Surgeons. I understand it was an  
outstanding event and I am very proud that the 
name of The Kimberley School is now spoken of in 
such elevated circles.   
 

GCSE and A  Level March results came in this term 
for the January modules. They were impressive. I 
am delighted that so many of our Year 11 already 
have their English and Maths GCSEs. At A Level 
we saw an increase in passes, higher grades and 
the number of students hitting their targets.  
 

I am sure you will join me in congratulating all our 
staff and students on these achievements.   
 

The badé. 
 

We have had a number of incidents which have 
flared up around the use of Facebook. I have sent 
a letter to all parents and carers seeking your 
support over this issue. It seems it is just too easy 
to write something hurtful or something that is 
misunderstood and suddenly the matter spirals 
out of control, friendships are damaged and  
people are upset. Please speak to your children 
and encourage their responsible use of this  
amazing medium.  
 

And the uglyé. 
 

Well, I suppose I did volunteer to have wet 
sponges thrown at me for Comic Relief, but I  
didnõt expect Miss Andrews and Mr Murray to be 
first in the queue! What a great day we had, 
though. The whole thing was organised by the 
Sixth Form and they have raised more than 
£2000. Well done to the organisers.  
 

Chris Teal  
Headteacher  

  

1st  Clough House  14880  

2nd  Nightingale House  5885  

3rd  Lawrence House  5769  

4th Boot House  5609  

Comic Relief Brings A Carnival  
Atmosphere To The Kimberley School  

  

The sun shone on Kimberley Sixth Formõs 
efforts to support the Comic Relief  
charity. Students paid £1 for the privilege 
of coming to school in non -uniform, while 
Sixth Formers and many staff took the 
opportunity to sport fancy dress. There 
were some memorable sights including 
one teacherõs newly bald head! Charley 
Clarke, Year 13, dressed as an Oompa 
Loompa beat off stiff opposition to claim 
the fancy dress first prize.  
 

There were fun events all around the 
school. Students enjoyed the chance to 
throw wet sponges at some of their 
teachers and to beat the goalie. Other  
traditional stalls such as ôPin The Red 
Nose on the Donkey,õ ôBeat the Buzzõ and 
ôGuess the Name of the Bear,õ which  
was kindly donated by IKEA, were all  
busy, while the cake stall, unsurprisingly 
proved to be a real money spinner.  
 

Most importantly £2205.37  has been 

raised for the charity.  
 

Sixth Form Charity Committee  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To see the BBC School Reports and photos/videos of the event, please visit  

the school website at:  
 

www.kimberleyschool.co.uk/school_report.html  

Once again, The Kimberley School has taken part in  
the BBC School Report with 16 of our Year 8 students  
excelling themselves as budding journalists. March 
24th was the day when Miss Brock's Media Room  
became a BBC Newsroom as we gathered, reported, 
interviewed and broadcast the news of the day.  
 

For Liberty, Autumn and Olivia, it was Bieber fever  
hitting Nottingham which made the headlines! For  
Elliot and Elliot, serious journalism took them to Boots 
at Beeston in search of Cameron and Clegg who were 

visiting the area. Sadly, they had left the building but our reporters managed to arrange 
an interview with the Head of PR who had orchestrated the visit. They pulled no punches 
with their questions!  
 

Weather reports and news in sport were also covered as well as features on local and 
school issues.  
 

All the students thoroughly enjoyed the experience and surprised themselves in what 
they had achieved by 2pm when our school website went live! Have a look at the link on 
our school website to see all of the news items reported on that day.  
 

Mrs Glynn, Miss Reid & Miss Walker  



Stuck with your Stuck with your   

English revision?English revision?   
 

Thereõs an  
App for that!  

 

Did you know you can use your 
iphone or iplayer to revise for 

your English exams?  
 

The App Store has a range of 
study guides available to 

download so that you can revise 
wherever and whenever you like.  

 

The LitChartsõ study guides for  
Of Mice and Men  and To Kill  
a Mocking Bird  offer you a  
full synopsis, contextual  

information and key quotes. 
There is a section on language 
analysis for each chapter and  
a detailed discussion on the   

key characters.  
 

The colour coded ThemeTracker 
provides a quick run down of all 

the key points of the plot and  
allows you to track the themes 
throughout the text at a glance.  

 

This app currently has a  
5 star rating and is a  
ôfantastic study aidõ. 

 

(This application costs  
59p to download)  

 
 

Author Visits  
 

Alan Gibbons  visited school for two days on 

Feb 16 th and 17 th, starting each day with author 
talks for Years 7 and 8. The rest of the days 
comprised of workshops with selected students 
to begin writing scary stories on vampire  

teachers, werewolves, monsters, and such like! Keen writers 
and participants in the Accelerated Reader Programme enjoyed 
meeting Alan over lunch, asking questions and being encour-
aged with their own writing. Children and staff from Kimberley 
Primary School attended a ôMeet the Authorõ session; they had a 
great time, joining in the actions as Alan told a story. During an 
evening event, Alan Gibbons entertained parents, students and 
friends of the school; there was lots of laughter as he told tales to 
promote the importance of reading and the enjoyment of books.   
 

As a follow -up to Alan Gibbonsõ visit, students are invited to  
enter a horror story competition.  Stories of up to 600 words may 
be submitted to the English Department before 1 st May.  
 

On Monday 7 March, the LRC hosted the visit 

of Sam Enthoven , author of 'Fantastical 

Action Thrillers' including Crawlers and  
The Black Tattoo. Members of RAW (Reading 
and Writing club) and students participating 
in the Brilliant Book Award joined in the question and answer  
session, along with visitors from Bramcote Park and Fernwood 
Schools. Samõs enthusiasm for reading and writing is infectious, 
and he gave lots of useful tips about writing stories.  The biggest 
being  keep reading and keep writing!  
 

Book Awards  
 

The winner of the Brilliant Book Award for 2011  is  
Vampire Blog by Pete Johnson. This was The Kimberley 
Schoolõs favourite book too. Congratulations to Oliver 

Marshall  of 7LGAS for writing the best review on the BBA  
website for Vampire Blog.  His prize is a £5 giftcard.  
 

Read more books and Join the Debate  
 

Shadow the 2011 Awards  
 

Shortlist announced 1 st April -  Winners announced 23 rd June  
 
Check the website: www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/     
                                      shadowingsite/index.php  
  

RAW Reading and Writing Club  meets in the LRC on 

Wednesdays after school. See Miss Brock, Miss Walter or  
Mrs Haywood for more information. Current writing competitions 
include :-  

 

Mini Sagas, stories of 50 words or less  
(Closing date Fri 29 April).  

 
And The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award   

(closing date 31 July 2011).  
 

Enter online at:   www.foyleyoungpoets.org  

On the 17th of February, 50 Year 
9 pupils went on a trip to the 
Buddhist Meditation Centre in 
Etwall. It was a great experience 
as everything is beautiful. Just 
walking through the gate can 
make you feel relaxed. We  
all took part in a meditation  
session which was calming and  
peaceful. There were other  
activities too, such as acting out 
the story of the Buddha and 
Buddhist Bingo. These were fun 
and most enjoyable. In all, a 
great day had by everyone.  
 

Written by Devon Taylor LGB  

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/shadowingsite/index.php
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/shadowingsite/index.php


 

A number of Kimberley sports teams have experienced success in a variety of different  
activity areas.  

 

The Year 9 Kimberley Cheerleading squad finished in a well  
deserved 2 nd  place at the Broxtowe Cheerleading Festival. The 
girls put in many hours of practice and worked independently to 
create a superb performance with lifts, chants and jumps which 
wowed the audience.  

             

Year 8 and 9 Girls football team pulled off a determined and skilful performance against a 
tough George Spencer side to progress through to the semi finals of the County Cup.  
 

The semi final was played away at West Bridgford School. Kimberley took the lead from a 
Lizzie Matthews corner, the home side then equalised and, after a stalemate in extra time, 
the tie went to penalties. Abbie Nield took on goalkeeping duties after an injury to  
Ellie Brown; she finished off a well deserved victory with a penalty save and then  
scored the final penalty after Lizzie Matthews, Georgia Hawksworth and Holly Steeples  
successfully converted their penalties.   
 

The team are waiting to see who they will face in the final; good luck girls!  
 

Another football squad, the Year 7 Boys team, are progressing through to the Futsal 
County Competition.  
 

STREET DANCE: B Boys and B Girls have been popping with  
professional street dancer Nathan Geering, Monday nights after 
school. Nathan has travelled the world performing in a variety of 
different shows and working with many interesting choreographers 
and dancers. He has been using his expertise to develop Students 
Hip Hop and Break Dance skills.  
 

A number of Year 10 students have been volunteering their time to help out at local  
primary schools. Hollywell, Kimberley, Larkfield Infants and Juniors have all benefitted 
from Kimberley students running and assisting at afterschool clubs. The number of hours 
logged is approaching 100. Well done to those students; their valuable work will continue 
in Awsworth Primary School after Easter.   

A group of Year 10 and Year 12 Business Studies students are  
currently participating in a scheme called 'Tenner Tycoon'. 
Each participant receives a £10 start -up loan to fund a  
business idea. This scheme runs for four weeks (ours ended 
on Monday 4th April) and the idea is that the students gain  
real hands -on experience of running a business, therefore  
developing their enterprise and entrepreneurial skills.   
  

The students involved have had some interesting ideas and are VERY enthusiastic. In addition to  
making a profit which they can reinvest, they also plan to make donations to charity. The scheme  
organisers 'Enterprise UK' have also arranged for a business ambassador to meet with the students 
to talk to them about entrepreneurship and offer advice.   
  

We have been fortunate in being allocated Claire Young (finalist on The Apprentice 2008!!). Claire  
visited the school on the afternoon of Thursday 24th March.  

Mrs. Stoddart  



Sixth Form student 
gains unconditional  
offer from University  

 

Congratulations to our Year  
13 student Michelle Kirk  
who following entrance exams  
in Geography, has gained  
an unconditional place at  
Aberystwyth  University,  Wales. 
Michelle achieved a merit in 
the exams which, along with 
her University application has 
gained her a place on the  
Geography degree course 
along with a bursary for the 
first year. Michelle took these 
extra entrance exams follow-
ing her A2 January exams and  
demonstrated her enthusiasm 
for her chosen subject. We are 
proud of her achievement and 
wish her continued success in 
her summer exams.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So far this term, all students in key stage 3 have 
participated in PSHCE activities outside of the 
classroom designed to enable them to stay safe.  
Outside theatre companies have been into school 
to educate Years 7 and 8 on alcohol awareness. 
The companies gave a dramatic performance and then  
encouraged students to get involved in their own performances.  
  

The whole of Year 9 were very fortunate in being invited to  
attend a Safety Day organised by Nottingham Fire Service.  
A range of agencies were there from the Nottingham Road 
Safety Team, Police, School Nurses and Lets Build (Drug and 
Alcohol). There were eight interactive workstations covering: 
arson awareness; road and water safety; alcohol; smoking;  
domestic violence and other safety messages. It was a very  
enjoyable and informative day.  
  

Michelle Fitzpatrick, organiser of the event said, "thanks so 
much for bringing your students for our safety days.  I thought 
the days went very well and we couldn't have wished for better 
behaved young people. Their manners and enthusiasm on both 
days were exceptionally good and we look forward to you all  
returning to our Fire Station again in the future!!!"  

 

HIV/AIDS Awareness Sessions Feedback  
 

I would like to say that it has been an absolute pleasure to work with your 6th Form. The students were 
engaged and motivated by the sessions we were delivering and acted in a really professional manner. 
Participation -wise, I can't emphasise enough how fantastic your young people were. They were  
inquisitive about the information they were presented with, discussed topics in small groups,  
completed quizzes in teams and volunteered to take part in demonstrations. They have demonstrated 
real maturity in the manner in which they have discussed topics and welcomed Red Cross staff.  
 

 Working with the peer education group has also proven to be a great pleasure for staff and volunteers 
at the Red Cross. Students' attendance has been fantastic which has allowed the project to be  
implemented in time. The students have created a fantastic assembly that demonstrates their  
understanding of humanitarianism and the importance of knowing what to do in an emergency. This 
particular group of students is a real asset to your school and represents The Kimberley School in an 
incredibly positive light. Each and every one of the students has turned up to the peer education  
session with a positive attitude and a motivation to deliver a fun & informative assembly. Many of the 
students have also enquired about becoming regular British Red Cross volunteers which further  
demonstrates their engagement with the topic and positive mind set. In commending them for all their 
hard work so far, I would also like to thank them for the great respect in which they have treated both 
staff and volunteers assisting them on the project.  
 

Lastly, it has been wonderful liaising with Mrs Livings. Thank you for communicating with me  
regularly, ensuring suitable facilities were available for the Red Cross to use during sessions,  
organising tutor groups to attend each session, and supporting the peer education project. Working 
with a supportive and efficient member of staff such as yourself, makes working with the Kimberley 
School a successful and fantastic partnership for the Red Cross. It is evident that you are well  
respected by the 6th Form and this is reflected in the respectful manner in which students  
communicate with visitors. Please send my thanks to Anna Woodworth who has been wonderful in  
assisting both the awareness raising sessions and peer education project. I will send a message to  
Mr Smith also, but in the meantime please send my thanks to him for his valuable and instrumental 
part in implementing the peer education programme at The Kimberley School - supervising every  
session, chasing up any outstanding documents from students, organising transport and motivating 
students to partake in the project from the start.  
 

Best wishes,  
 

Magalie Rouschmeyer  
Extended Schools Project Manager (British Red Cross)  




