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HEAD'S LINESHEAD'S LINES  
 

Apart from the lucky few who work at the North 
Pole with Santaõs elves, schools are definitely 
the best place to be at this time of year. The 
true spirit of Christmas has been evident in so 
much our students have been doing.  The choir 
have been out singing and fundraising at the 
Giltbrook Retail Park and the big Christmas 
lights switch -on in Kimberley. The non -uniform 
day raised around £1000.  These funds will  
support the Nottinghamshire Hospice, the  
Broxtowe Youth Homelessness Stepping Stones 
Hostel and enable completion of the toilet block 
for our friends in Burkina Faso.  Our students 
also raised £800 for Children in Need, £166 
through the poppy appeal and £50 for the  
Lincolnshire Air Ambulance.  As if this wasnõt 
enough, they also filled over one hundred shoe 
boxes as Christmas gift parcels for  
children in Belarus.  Well done to all those who 
took part and to the Sixth Form Charity  
Committee for coordinating the Children in 
Need activities.  
 

All this demonstrates that our school is a  
close and caring community, and the sense of  
belonging doesnõt stop when you leave.  It was 
a pleasure to welcome back students of last 
yearõs GCSE cohort to receive certificates for 
their record -breaking results.  Of course, many 
have taken the decision to stay on in our  
Sixth Form, so this occasion gave them the  
opportunity to catch up with old friends over a 
buffet and a cup of tea.  I took the opportunity to 
read them extracts from a poem received that 
same day and written by another ex student, 
Jean Hatton.  She came for a surprise tour for 
her sixtieth birthday.  It was a pleasure to hear 
from her how things have changed since her 
time here.  We presented her with a prefect 
badge to replace the one she lost and Food 
Technology students, Amber Wheeldon and 
Keighley Rice, made her a birthday cake.  
 

Finally, I canõt finish before congratulating the 
Year 7 girlsõ football team.  They are the County 
Champions ð well done!  
 

Iõd like to wish all our students, parents, carers 
and staff a happy Christmas and a learningful 
New Year!  

Chris Teal  
Headteacher  

All Students will be attached to a 
House at The Kimberley School.  

 

House Names are:  
 

Jesse Boot  
Brian Clough  
DH Lawrence  

Florence Nightingale  
 

(See the next page for further details)  

Year 11 Presentation Year 11 Presentation   
 

On the 3rd of December, over half of 
last year's Year 11 returned to The 
Kimberley School to be awarded with 
their GCSE certificates. We all had a 
great evening and it was really nice to 
see people that we haven't seen for 
months, and catch up on what  
everybody has been up to. All in all, 
the night went really well and there 
was a buffet too ... which is always  
a bonus!  

Lizzie Davies  

Kimberley LightsKimberley Lights   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following the success of last years 
lighting up of Kimberley, this years 
proved to be even better! Pupils from 
Year 7, 8 and 9 went along for the 
evening's festivities. The spectacular 
Christmas lights were enhanced by 
the sparkling voices of The Kimberley 
School Choir. This year remained dry, 
yet very frosty but the singing 
warmed everyone's heart!  



With effect from the beginning of the next school year (September 09), we shall move our pastoral system into 
a House System, to further strengthen the school and best serve the needs of our students.  
 

Although the proposal for such a change originated in discussion in the Senior Leadership Team, its  
merits have been widely accepted by the staff in general and there has been a high level of interest and  
involvement in the organisation of the system, which is now taking place. Furthermore, conversations with 
leaders from other schools already operating similar systems have indicated a high level of agreement about 
the benefits such systems bring.  
 

What Does This Mean?What Does This Mean?   
 

·  All students will belong to one of the 4 houses (named after Sir Jesse Boot, Brian Clough, D.H Lawrence  
      and Florence Nightingale).  
 

·  Each Year 7 student will be linked to a house, but for Year 7 only, will be under the leadership of a  
     Year Achievement Leader and will be in the same age tutor group.  
 

·  Years 12 & 13 will be in Sixth -Form tutor groups and these will also be linked to houses.  
 

·  Years 8 ð 11 will be arranged in mixed age (vertical) tutor groups.  
 

· Each house will be led by a Head of House (these people will have similar responsibilities to current  
     Year Achievement Leaders).  
 

·  Students will be allocated to houses in such a way that siblings will be in the same house ð this means there  
     will be consistency for parents/carers in working with the same Head of House for each of their children.  
 

· All school staff (both teachers and support staff) will be linked to a house. The only exceptions to this will  
     be the Headteacher, Year 7 Achievement Leader and Sixth Form Coordinator.  
 

The Benefits of Our New House SystemThe Benefits of Our New House System   
 
·  Student care will be more personalised, as a house system fosters a sense of belonging. Young people who  
     attend schools with a house system, frequently say that the system encourages a greater sense of loyalty,  
     commitment and team ethos.  
 

·  It will provide continuity of partnership between house staff and individual families.  
 

·  It gives more opportunities for students to take responsibility for younger students' welfare and involvement  
     in school life. Experience from other schools suggests that there are better relationships between students  
     of different ages.  
 

·  It creates more opportunities for positive role -modelling by older students.  
 

· There is more scope for students to participate competitively and to achieve in a wide range of both  
     academic and extra curricular activities.  
 

·  Strong staff allegiance to the houses will provide more opportunities to celebrate success with students.  
 

·  Heads of House will be able to reward a wide range of positive achievements by students.  
 

·  Keeping Year 7 in Year 7 tutor groups will help their transition into secondary school, while their allegiance  
     to a house from the outset will smooth the transition into Year 8.  
 

·  There will be more inter -play between the Sixth Form and the rest of the school.  
 

· Tutor groups can be carefully constructed to ensure small friendship groups are put together. This will apply  
    in setting up the house groups for the first time and each year when Year 7 go into Year 8.  
 

· We can maintain the benefits of the current teaching  group structure, which will not be affected. Students  
   will still have their lessons with students of their own age.  
 

We are sensitive to the fact that, in setting up our new system for the first time, there will be change for  
students. We can guarantee that careful consideration will be given to the structure of the tutor groups.  
We are confident that the benefits of moving to this new organisational model will make the effort worth while.  
 

If you would like to discuss these proposals or have further clarification about them, please contact me  
in school.  

Richard Livings  
Deputy Headteacher  



  

AchievementsAchievements   
 

We have had yet another busy half -term  
celebrating the many and varied achievements of 
our students.  
 

Achievement Awards have been given out in  
assemblies, recognizing outstanding effort in all 
curriculum areas. These students have been  
presented with certificates and vouchers, and 
their photographs are proudly on display   
throughout the school. They will also be attending 
the Annual Awards Ceremony at the  
Albert Hall, Nottingham next June.  
 

Year 10 and 11 have also had assemblies  
highlighting the Top 100 students in their year 
group. Different factors are taken into account 
when the list is generated. We use attendance  
records, punctuality records and effort grades. It 
is proving to be a very powerful motivator to many 
students who are striving to get into that Top 100.  
 

Another set of Year 11 students have been  
nominated as Senior Students this term and will be 
proudly wearing their black shirts after the  
Christmas break.  
 

We are also extremely proud of one of our Sixth 
Form students, Rebecca Brown , who has been 
chosen as a finalist in the Young Person of the 
Year Award. The final is being held at County Hall 
on December 12 th . Rebecca is being recognized 
because of her fund raising, after the death of one 
of her friends. GOOD LUCK Rebecca; we are very 
proud of you.  

 

Top students  
 

Year 10  
 

1. Joshua Calder   2. Sophie Houghton   3. Michaela Mee  
4. Billy Poynter  5.  Liam Miller  

     

Year 11  
 

1.   Greg Rouke  2.   Daisy Horton  3.   Hayley Savage  
4.   Sean Dyche  5.   Sara Koziello  

RE NEWSRE NEWS  

    

  

  

  
  

I would like to thank all students, parents and 
carers for responding so well to the Shoebox  
Appeal. We have had a record number of 107 
boxes and they are now on their way to  
Belarus. One can imagine the joy on the  
children's faces, when the boxes arrive.  Special 
thanks to Year 12 Religious Studies   
students, who helped on the final afternoon  
to check and load the boxes into the  
collection trailer.  
 

 

Yr 7 &12 students who have 
helped the shoebox appeal  

Matthew Dawkins who spoke 
to Yr 7 in an Operation  

Christmas Child assembly  

Mrs. Wilde with  
Yr 12  students  

Yr12 students loading the 
collection trailer.  

AuschwitzAuschwitz   
 

In March, Mr Gillespie 
and I, were given the  
opportunity to represent 
the school on a visit to 
Auschwitz concentration 
camp in Poland. The visit 
was organised by the 
Holocaust Educational 
Trust, as part of the  
Lessons from Auschwitz 
project. The visit to 
Auschwitz, for me, will 
never be forgotten;  

seeing Auschwitz with my own eyes helped me 
better understand and reflect on the Holocaust, 
which is something everyone should be able  
to experience. As part of the Lessons from  
Auschwitz project, I have been doing  
presentations in R.E classes and assemblies. 
Over the past few months, with some help from 
Mr. Gillespie, I have done an assembly for years 
10 and 11. By doing these assemblies, we aim to 
pass on what we have learned from our visit to 
Auschwitz by showing photographs of the camp, 
along with voicing our feelings of the Holocaust. 
It has been a pleasure to speak in the  
assemblies this term, and next term, I hope to 
deliver similar presentations to Key Stage 3  
students in the school.  

Oliver Tuck (Year 13)  

School UniformSchool Uniform   
 

Thank you for all the  
support parents and  
carers have given us with 
the new school uniform. 
We have had countless  
letters, emails and positive  
comments about how 
smart our students look.  
 

There are rumours around that students are not 
allowed to wear coats and scarves! We would 
like to point out that we want them to wear a big 
warm coat for winter, as long as they take it off 
in class. We do not allow any cardigans or  
jumpers under blazers, because the school is 
warm enough inside and then students can 
wrap up when they are outside. Any issues 
around uniform, please do not hesitate to  
contact school and speak to Miss Andrews or 
Mrs Yeomans.  




