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HEAD'S LINESHEAD'S LINES  

 

As I write this, my colleagues are practising for 
the staff pantomime, students are rehearsing for 
the Christmas Concert and the school feels more 
like RADA than Kimberley. Mind you, there really 
is plenty of acting talent out there and I was both 
amazed and delighted to discover just how many 
teachers wanted a part in the show. That we can 
put it on at all is testament to the positive  
relationships between staff and students. I hope it 
will become a tradition.  
 

Of course, although we do a good panto (oh yes 
we do), our specialism is Technology. Thatõs all 
the more reason that we were delighted to win 
the prestigious Faraday 2009/10 Engineering 
Challenge Day ð a trophy (see it in the foyer  
cabinet) and £250 to spend on technology  
equipment.  Well done indeed to the team ð their 
article is in this newsletter.  
 

Sticking with the show -biz theme, Iõm proud to tell 
you that the Specialist Schools and Academies 
Trust have made a film about the school for their 
January conference. They are particularly  
interested to inspire other schools by showing 
the strategies we have used to raise standards 
across the school in a short space of time. Of 
course, you donõt learn if youõre not here and Iõm 
delighted to say our attendance rate is the 8 th 
best out of 45 secondary schools on the latest 
county list. Thanks to you all for supporting your 
children to be here every day.  
 

The choir have been out and about again ð the 
Kimberley Christmas lights, M&S in Nottingham 
and Boots at Giltbrook.  Thanks to all of you who 
supported them and the charities they collected 
for.  In addition to this, the sixth form worked hard 
to organise a charity day which raised £1692.51.  
This money is going to CLIC Sargent, a cancer 
charity who have supported some of our students 
over the past few years and continue to do so.   
 

In their annual gesture of Christmas spirit, the 
governors have once again allowed the school to 
close early.  However, there is a catch!  Just as 
last year, we are expecting all students to  
make up the work through Self Assessed,  
No Teacher Activity (SANTA) time. Students have 
been guided on the area of work they should  
undertake.  
 

Iõd like to wish all our students, parents, carers 
and staff a very happy Christmas and a New Year 
full of challenge and success!  

 

Chris Teal  
Headteacher  

Religious Studies NewsReligious Studies News   
 

We have had a busy term with lots of  
visitors. Mr Wilson, our Chair of Governors, 
delivered a great lesson on leadership and 
the qualities of a good leader. Gurjeet, one 
of our ex students, gave a presentation on 
what it is like to be a Sikh which was very 
informative and enjoyable.  
 

It never ceases to amaze me how, year after 
year, pupils come up with new ideas for  
Advent Calendars and this year is no  
exception. We have had Advent villages, 
snowmen, trees, streamers, chimneys and a 
Yule log. Thanks to everyone for joining in.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Finally, thanks to everyone who donated a 
shoe box. A grand total of 87 boxes have 
been filled and sent to Swaziland. We will be 
doing this again next year so please save 
your shoe boxes.  
 
 

  
 

1st  Boot House  11897  

2nd Lawrence House  11672  

3rd  Clough House  10375  

4th Nightingale House  10244  

The Kimberley School re -opens on 

Tuesday 5 th January  (Week B).  



IET Faraday Challenge Day ð Gedling School  
 

Six lucky Year 8 students from The Kimberley School 
were invited to attend the Faraday Challenge at 
Gedling School. Emily Rowland, Max Daws, Ami Hewes, 
Sam Foster, Catherine Ellis and Daniel Hazard were all 
nominated for their hard work by either the Maths,  
Science or Design and Technology Department. When 

we arrived we were kindly greeted by a member of Gedling School who  
escorted us to join the other 5 schools (from in and around Nottinghamshire) 
that were involved.  
 

The IET Faraday Team gave us an introduction on what they do and the  
purpose of the challenge days. The task that was set was that each team 
had to design and make a prototype that could be sold in a DIY store which 
could move 1 litre of water from a flooded house to another location. The 
materials provided were limited in both choice and amount, particularly 
when considering that each team were only given a small budget to buy the 
materials that they required. Once the task was set, the teams had to  
designate each member a role in order for all parts of the task to be  
completed. Roles such as team leader, video manager, accountant and 
manufacturer were all required to be filled.  
 

The six Kimberley students showed excellent examples of teamwork and 
hard work, highlighted by the fact that they gained full marks in several  
areas of the assessment. Some of the ideas and designs that they generated 
were extremely good, benefiting them when deciding on their final idea.  
After using a majority of the day to create, develop and test their prototype, 
the team were ready to compete against the other schools.  
 

The difficulty of the challenge soon became clear as 4 
out of the 6 teams failed to move anywhere near the 
required amount of water. However, the hard work 
and dedication that the Kimberley team had put into 
the day was shown when the prototype not only 
worked better than the other teams, but also reached 
the extremely difficult target set of 1 litre of water. 
The other teams along with the Faraday crew were all extremely impressed 
by the efficiency of the prototype that our students had created. The  
success of the prototype along with the hard work put in by our students led 
to The Kimberley School being crowned winners of the event and being 
awarded a trophy, £250s worth of vouchers to use for the Design and  
Technology department and also the possibility of attending the IET Faraday 
National Challenge event which is being held in Manchester in 2010. This 
magnificent achievement was only possible thanks to the effort, teamwork 
and high levels of maturity shown by the team from Kimberley.  
 

Wind Turbine Challenge Day  
 

Severn Trent Water visited The Kimberley School to host a 
wind turbine challenge day. The sessions were designed to 
develop studentsõ interest in, or aptitude for, problem solving, 
design or engineering. Students worked together in small 
groups on a ôdesign and makeõ project to build a prototype 
wind turbine to generate electricity that will also enhance  

areas of the science and technology syllabus.  The sessions also provided 
an opportunity to learn more about how Severn Trent Water generates its 
own electricity. All students from Year 8 took part in the Challenge day and 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  

 Mr Dawtry  
 

Litter Campaign Day  
 

On Tuesday 1st December, half of Year 7 got a chance to miss a whole day of 
lessons. We went to the Hall and did some activities on how to work as a 
group. We were then set the challenge of coming up with an idea to get  
people to put their rubbish in bins around school. The ideas had to be  
presented to some judges who chose 5 groups that they asked more  
questions to; they then chose a winner. It was a fun day, as we worked with 
people we didn't know and got to have fun with the digital cameras and  
computers. The students that won were Joshua Bukraba, Elizabeth Cook,  
Autumn Wingate, Joseph Kelvey, Carl Singh, Alice May and Molly Wright.  
 

Tyla Saxton and Chloe Patton  

The Parents' ForumThe Parents' Forum   
 

The next Parents' Forum is  
Thursday 14th January at  
6.00pm in the School Hall.  

 

Please come along if you have  
anything you wish to discuss  

concerning the school.  
All years welcome .  

 

 
 

Wow, what a busy term we 
have had. We started the 
year with a play called òKids 
Having Kidsó which made 
the Year 9õs think carefully 
about the difficulties of  
teenage pregnancies.  
 

We have had visits from  
Broxtowe Youth Homeless 
who have helped us to  
understand how homeless-
ness can be avoided and 
where help can be found. 
They have also delivered 
lessons on budgeting,  
raising awareness of  
matching our spending with 
our earnings ð a good  
lesson leading towards 
Christmas!  
 

Everyone was excited when 
the fire crew came to tell us 
the dangers of fire and how 
to deal with it.  
 

The road safety team  
delivered an interactive  
lesson on road safety on the 
importance of wearing seat 
belts etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A highlight has been a 
poster competition raising 
awareness of the dangers of 
alcohol. Congratulations to 
Lucy Oliver who won a  
Nintendo Wii and Hannah 
Syson and Holly Allard who 
were runners up.  
 

Finally, the Year 10õs joined 
in a debate about the ethics 
of clinical trials, after  
watching an emotive play.  
 

Mrs. Brockway    



 
 
 

New SHOKK Gym Proves Popular  
 

The gym was officially opened on November 14 th 2009. Since this date our students have been using the  
facility during their PE (Fitness) lessons. This is a high tech facility featuring dance mats, Wii Sports and X 
bikes. This is a fun way for young people to keep fit.  The leisure centre is offering a brilliant membership deal 
for our students to access the gym and the pool in the evenings; they would be happy to show parents round 
and explain how the membership works.  
 

Boccia Success Story  
 

Well done to our team who won the Broxtowe Championship. The team practise regularly on a Wednesday 
lunchtime and really deserve this success. The final was very close against a talented Eastwood team, but 
Kate Dewhirst, Lauren Quinn and Stephanie Ansell prevailed.  
 

Girls Football  
 

The girls' teams continue to perform well this year. The U14 and U13 teams are through the early rounds of 
the County Cup. The U14s play Rushcliffe in the Quarter Finals.  
 

The Year 7 team reached the finals of the County 5 -a-side competition and eventually came fourth.  
 

Boys Football  
 

The Year 11 team are progressing well in the County Cup. They are through to the Semi final against  
Joseph Whittaker School.  
 

Jake Noccoletti and Paul Morris have been selected to play for Nottinghamshire Under 16 Football team.  
 

Inter House X -Country  
 

This was held on Monday 7 th December. It was an excellent event with a small but select group of  
competitors. Nightingale and Clough houses had one victory each.  
 

Year 2 Festival  
 

This festival proved to be a huge success and was enjoyed by all the Year 2 children. Our young leaders did 
an excellent job in organizing the activities and working with the children.  

 
 

 Monday 30 th November saw the 
launch of the Career Champions 
initiative at Nottingham Forest 
Football Club. The project hopes 
to help pupils look at long term 
goals and careers, and hopefully 

this will inspire them to achieve and put the hard 
work in now. The launch saw the three schools  
taking part in the project, The Kimberley School, 
The Holgate School and Eastwood Comprehensive 
School come together to take part in team initiatives 
and role model exercises. Gareth McCleary of  
Nottingham Forest spoke to the pupils about the 
hard work it has taken for him to break into the 1 st  
team and also his goals for the future, showing the 
pupils that once he had achieved his goal of being a 
professional footballer, he then gave himself a new 
one, always striving to achieve more.  
 

Pupils will be researching target jobs and their ideal 
routes to them. All work will be displayed in a  
showcase in March.  
 

Good luck to all the pupils involved.  
Mr. Sells  

As part of the GCSE Health and Social Care course,  
students are required to write their coursework on a  
service providing Health, Social or Early Years' provision 
and care. To aid us in this part of the course,  
Mrs. McLardie and I were given the opportunity to visit 
Lark Hill, a brand new Residential village for the elderly 
situated in Clifton. It has an amazing array of facilities for 
its residents ranging from a gym, greenhouse,  
hairdressing salon, beauty room, Jacuzzi and sauna and 
IT suite. It is totally different from the stereotypical home 
for the elderly, with the slogan ômaking later-life the time 
of your life!õ. 
 

 We met staff and residents and were 
given a tour of the site, which stretches 
over 24 acres. We were able to see  
photographs and hear stories from their 
recent holiday trip to the Calvert Trust in 
Devon, where residents took part in  
canoeing, horse riding and abseiling. We 
would like to thank Lark Hill and Extra Care Charitable 
Trust who run and fund the village, for allowing us to 
base our coursework on their fantastic new site.  

 

Miss Cooper (not in the picture!)  


