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HEAD'S LINESHEAD'S LINES  

 
 

Weõre a good  school and thatõs official! 
 

The fantastic work done by all those associated 
with our school has been recognised by Ofsted.  
Not only did the inspection team give us a 
ògoodó rating for our overall effectiveness, but 
they rated five major areas of our work as  
outstanding.   
 

òStaff evidently care passionately about the  
well -being and achievement of the students in 
their care.ó 
 

Inspectors say, òThe impact of the outstanding 
care, guidance and support  students receive is 
seen in the consistently good and improving  
outcomes and in the very high standard of 
school uniform. The school is a happy and  
harmonious community which students value 
and are proud to be part of. Accordingly, their 
attendance is exceptionally high .ó òStudents 
speak highly of the outstanding quality of care, 
guidance and support they receive in the  
Sixth Form  which is responsible for their high  
attendance..ó  
 

Ofsted also say, òExcellent governance ,  
combined with the outstanding ambition and 
drive of...senior leaders , is bringing about rapid  
improvement in all aspects of the schoolõs 
work.ó 
 

Such comments are not earned over the period 
of a two day inspection. They represent good 
habits built up over a journey that has lasted 
several years, a journey shared by students, 
parents, staff and governors. The journey is not 
complete, of course. We aspire to be an out-
standing school in all respects and that gives  
us all a clear focus for the next three years  
and beyond.  
 

The full report will be sent home with students 
and can be found on our school website.   
 

Chris Teal - Headteacher  

Christmas ShoeboxesChristmas Shoeboxes   
 

This year, The Kimberley 
School generously donated 
items to make up shoe boxes 
to be sent to children in  
Romania. We sent items such 
as toys, toiletries, clothing 
and accessories. The oppor-

tunity to bring in items was open to all students and 
we had an excellent response. The items will now be 
boxed and then sent to Romania where the gifts will 
help children who are less fortunate than ourselves.  

 

Last Day of Term ArrangementsLast Day of Term Arrangements   
 

The school will close at the end  
of Period 3 (12:20pm) on the last day of this 
term, Tuesday 20 th December 2011. Buses 
have been arranged to pick up those students 
who would normally travel home by bus. A 
lunchtime service will be provided by the  
catering staff for those students who wish  
to remain on site for lunch. However, the  
school is unable to provide supervision  
arrangements for students after this time.  
 

First Day of Term First Day of Term --  Jan 2012Jan 2012   
  

Wednesday 4 th January will now be an Inset 
day during which school staff will be  
considering how best to address the key  
issues set out in the recent Ofsted report. The 
first day of term for students will now be 
Thursday 5 th January 2012 . This Inset Day  
replaces the one scheduled for Thursday 28 th 
June, which will now be a normal school day.   

Academy UpdateAcademy Update   
 

We are still in the consultation phase of  
the process. To date, our discussions have  
included parents of students currently at the 
school, family schools and their governors,  
parish councils as elected representatives of 
the wider community, the school council as 
elected members of the student body, staff and 
their trades union representatives at school 
and regional level. We also plan to meet with 
parents of primary children coming to the 
school.  
 

The consultation is deliberately long and wide 
ranging. Governors are listening to all points 
raised and seeking to find answers to questions 
as they arise. All this is intended to lead to a 
balanced and objective decision about the best 
way forward for this school as part of this  
community.  
 

There are certain values over which the  
Governors will not compromise, whether they 
decide to go down the academy route or stay 
with the Local Authority.  They will not change 
our admission criteria in favour of selection ð 
this is an inclusive school giving opportunities 
to all the children we can accommodate. They 
will do everything within their power to ensure 
working conditions of school staff are not  
eroded ð they have no intention of changing  
these. They want to protect our broad and  
balanced curriculum to ensure it continues  
to serve the needs of as many of our students 
as possible.  
 

Governors remain committed to their timescale, 
which will see a decision taken in early  
February.  



  
 

1st  Boot House  11395  

2nd Nightingale House  10083  

3rd  Lawrence House  9009  

4th Clough House  8527  

Yr 10 Top 10 Students:  Points  Yr 11 Top 10 Students:  Points  Yr 9 Top 10 Students:  Points  

1. CLEMENTS Jessica  283.25  1.  COULBY Kieran  276.62  1. MARRIOTT Lucy  276.80  

2. RUGHANI Devi  281.44  2. SULLIVAN Amy  261.26  2. FERGIE Elliot  271.21  

3. WORRALL Deanna  277.00  3. MARSHALL Olivia  257.5  3. SULLIVAN Holly  268.04  

4. PALMER Kerris  276.03  4. CHAPMAN Rebecca  255.41  4. MATHER Shaun  265.96  

5. SHARPE Rhys  270.75  5. HAYER Raveena  254.96  5. BASRA Simran  265.71  

6. DAVIES Sofie  269.25  6. CAINE Hannah  254.91  6. ALDRED Alex  262.75  

7. HEWES Aiden  268.39  7. THOMAS Bethany  254.91  7. HARTSHORN Chelsea  261.52  

8. DOWNES Jessica  267.81  8. YOUNG Yianoula  254.66  8.BRAMBLE Georgia  260.02  

9. ATKINSON Charlotte  267.29  9. CLEMENTS Emma  254.52  9. SMITH Bethany  259.79  

10. BABCOCK Jack  266.80  10. NAUSHAHI Zain  254.41  10. CARGILL Alexander  257.42  

All winners in the Top 10 have gained 20 points for their House.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

Student ServicesStudent Services   
 

As from the 6 th December, Student Services will be re -locating 
to main school. All visitors to school must have an appointment 

which can be made via Student Services team on:  

(0115) 938 7000 extension 275.  
 

The visitor waiting area will be in Main School Reception;  
the rear door by the Leisure Centre will no longer  

be an access point.  
 

We hope that our re -location, refurbishment and re -structuring 
will lead to an even better service for our parents and carers.  



Shortly after Christmas we are going to sample the 
opinions of students using the Keele University 
Survey. We have done this successfully over a 
number of years. We alternate between the  
parentsõ  and the students' survey. This time it is 
the turn of the students.  
 

These independent surveys give students,  
parents, staff and governors a platform to voice 
their opinions, and provide a means of measuring 
stakeholder satisfaction with education in schools.  

 

John Sanderson  
Assistant Head  

Year 7ôs are taking part in the NSPCC  

Number Day.  
 

This yearôs task is ñThe Mental Maths  

Birthday Challenge!ò The students have to  

make the numbers from 1 to 30 using the  

digits in their date of birth and the  

mathematical operations. The more  

complicated the calculation, the more  

points they score!  
 

The students were sponsored for this  

activity and all the money raised will go  

to the NSPCC.  
 

Look out in the next newsletter  

for the final amount  

of money raised!  

Year 9 Resistant Material 
students will soon be  
taking  part in a birdhouse  
    making project.  

 

 
 

         If you have any  
         suitable recycled  

material such as   
       wood, roofing, rubber,  

           tyres etc. that you  
               are no longer in  

                need of it, would  
                 be appreciated if  

                 these could be  
                  donated to the  

                   school.   

  

 
 

   THE WHITE ROSE  
   HOSPICE    :         
£94.00  
  
POPPY APPEAL:  
£329.16  
More raised than any  

other school in 2011)  
 

CHILDREN IN NEED:  
£603.80   
             

CURRENT GRAND TOTAL RAISED:  

£2250.96  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  Pencil                       No make up  
 

 Ruler                     No nail varnish  
 

Planner                        No jewellery  
 

   Pen                                                  (except watch and small stud earrings)  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=aids&hl=en&safe=active&sa=X&biw=1024&bih=585&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=iRuyFYwuh6cxhM:&imgrefurl=http://www.srcf.ucam.org/camaids/&docid=zz5s54yx8R3fdM&imgurl=http://www.srcf.ucam.org/camaids/wp-content/themes/stopAIDS/images/
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=aids&hl=en&safe=active&sa=X&biw=1024&bih=585&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=iRuyFYwuh6cxhM:&imgrefurl=http://www.srcf.ucam.org/camaids/&docid=zz5s54yx8R3fdM&imgurl=http://www.srcf.ucam.org/camaids/wp-content/themes/stopAIDS/images/


 
 
 
Lunchtimes in the LRC  - A new lunchtime 
pass system has been introduced.  If students 
wish to read, use computers, do homework or 
watch a DVD, they need to collect a pass from 
the LRC either before school or at break 
times. Thursday  is a reading only  lunchtime 
and passes are reserved for students on the 
Accelerated Reading Program, and Year 7 
students doing Guided Reading homework.  
We hold monthly Special Activity Lunchtimes . 
This term, weõve had in September -   
Roald Dahl , October - Poetry, November -  
Remembrance, and December ð Christmas!  
 

Kindles ð our 6 new Kindle e -book readers 
are very popular, with students queuing up to  
read them during breaks and lunchtimes in 
the LRC.  
 
 
 
 

 Students in Years 7, 8 & 9 are encouraged to 
read 6 books shortlisted for this local award.  
We will vote for the winning book in March.  
The books are Agent 21 by Chris Ryan,  
Burning Secrets by Clare Chambers,  
Gravenhunger by Harriet Goodwin, Ministry 
of Pandemonium by Chris Westwood, Tall 
Story by Candy Gourlay and The Memory 
Cage by Ruth Eastham.   
 

Check out the website for more details:  
http://brilliantbookaward.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/   

 
  
 
 
 

All Year 7 students have now received their 
free book.  We hope they enjoy reading them.  
We are looking forward to seeing the  
presentations that they are working on in 
their English lessons in the LRC.  

If any of you lucky parents  
 

          get a new mobile phone  
 

             for  Christmas, please  
 

                            update your  
 

                                  details with  
 

                                       the school.  

In recent weeks, students at 
The Kimberley School have 
noticed posters around the 
school buildings asking 'Who's 
Eric?' After much excited  
discussion, it was revealed 
that ERIC is in fact an acro-
nym, not a person, standing for 
Everyone Reads In Class.  
  

Each tutor group has been allocated a special 
'ERIC's box' full of books suggested by the  
tutor group themselves. Students are also  
encouraged to bring in their own reading  
material to school and encouraged to read  
regularly at home. Reading not only gives great 
pleasure but it is also proven to help attainment. 
In a study conducted last year, 75% of employers 
believed young people entering work needed 
better reading and writing skills. ERIC could 
help!    

Miss Brock  

A Music Night was held on the 26 th November. 
Eastwood & Kimberley FC and the Ryan Lee Trust 
raised a brilliant £779.00, which will be split 50/50 
between the club and The Ryan Lee Trust. The 
Kimberley School pupil, Tyla Saxton, was one of 
the acts for the night and sung brilliantly, as too 
did the other 6 acts on the night.  
  
A big thank you from myself for everyone who  
attended and brought tickets and we will be  
doing the same again next year, hopefully in the  
summer with more acts too.  
  

Ant Watkinson  
Cover Supervisor  

  

Bad Weather ConditionsBad Weather Conditions   
 

If we experience severe winter 
weather conditions, please listen  

out to local radio stations and  
check the school website: 

www.kimberleyschool.co.uk   
for announcements. Alternatively, 

students can check the VLE.  

http://brilliantbookaward.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/


 
 

 
Our new Year 7 intake are now coming towards the end of their first term at The Kimberley School. 
They have made an excellent impression on all and have settled in well. Many are involved in a  
variety of activities and clubs, from being active members of the Student Council to performing at 
the Christmas Concert in December. Iona Cargill, in 7NJEB, made an excellent impression on the 
School Governors when she spoke about developments in the Student Council before the Pupil 
and Personnel Committee in November. Governors were left wondering whether it will be Iona or 
Alex, her brother, who will become Britainõs youngest Prime Minister in the next ten years! 
 

We have been inundated by requests from parents of Year 5 and 6 children to visit the school on 
our Open Mornings. All visitors were impressed by the students who guided them around the 
school, commenting on how friendly and polite they were. This comes as no surprise to us, but it is 
always good to hear visitors praising our students. The excellent standard of student behaviour  
was commented on in our recent Ofsted inspection, as was the high standard of our Year 6 to 7  
transition procedures which is an element of the judgement on Care, Guidance and Support for 
which we were rated as Outstanding.  
 

In the next couple of weeks, we will be visited by Year 5 students from all our feeder primaries and 
Hempshill Hall to take part in a Science activity. This is always a popular event and we are always 
impressed by the behaviour of these young people. These liaison activities are part of our  
on-going commitment to work collaboratively with the Primary schools, as well as being  
a fundamental part of our support process for students who are offered places at The Kimberley 
School.  
 

In the next issue of this newsletter, we will outline the programme of support for those students in 
Year 6 who have been offered a place at The Kimberley School.  

Miss S Hughes  
Primary Liaison  

 
 

 

 

As students enjoyed an extra two days holiday after the half -term break, 
the rest of us were in school working hard on developing the quality of 
teaching and learning at all key stages.  
 

Every year, we dedicate two Inset days to teaching and learning to ensure 
that all staff are up to date with the latest approaches. We have an  
on-going commitment to TEEP, which stands for teacher effectiveness 
enhancement programme, to create lessons which encourage thinking 
skills and a more active approach to learning in and outside of the  
classroom.  
 

During the two Inset days, staff worked in departments on a variety of  
activities such as re -writing schemes of work to incorporate more active 
and independent learning styles, creating resources to help students to 
think more creatively and effectively, as well as sharing new ideas. Some 

of our staff ran workshops which ranged from group work to accelerated learning activities and all 
staff attended at least one of these workshops.  
 

In their report, Ofsted graded our management of teaching and learning as Outstanding at all levels 
and our use of these Inset days is one of the ways in which we achieved that grade.  
 

Over the next couple of terms, we will be focusing on how best to provide for our gifted and talented 
students and how we can ensure that all Year 7 students are stretched to achieve their full  
potential.  
 

In the next newsletter, we will focus in this section on how teaching and learning is managed in one 
of the main curriculum areas of English, maths and science and how you can help support your 
child at home.  

Miss S Hughes  
Teaching and Learning  



 

Year 2 Sports Festival  
 

We hosted the Year 2 Festival for our feeder schools last week. It was a hugely successful 
event enjoyed by all. Thanks to the young leaders for their hard work on the day.  
 

Broxtowe Basketball Competition  
 

Congratulations to our girls who won this competition; despite Georgia Clarke saying that 
she could not play basketball 236 times on the outward bus journey and surprisingly not once 
on the way back. Team: Charlotte Sands, Claire Pretty, Remi Munn, Georgia Clarke, Destini 
rickets.  
 

They played some feisty and skillful basketball with great enthusiasm. It was a pleasure  
to watch.  
 

South Notts Football 5 a side competitions  
 

These have been held at the Nottingham Academy for Sport over the past week. Both boys 
and girls have qualified for the finals to be played on December 7 th. Good luck to both teams.  
 

A reminder:  
 

Canvas plimsolls are unsafe to wear for PE lessons. Please ask Santa to bring you some  
trainers for Christmas.  

The choir sang a number of carols at the Switching on of the lights in  
Kimberley on Friday 18 th November.  

 

Along with other musicians and singers, they will again perform at the  
Christmas Concert on Tuesday 6 th December.  

 

On Saturday 10 th December, they will sing in the entrance to IKEA on the  
Giltbrook Retail Park. This will be between 11. 30 and 1.30pm.  

All parents, staff and friends are very welcome to support our choir.  
 

            Many thanks goes to Mr Warrender and Mr Tate for  
               organising these events.  


