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HEAD'S LINES

| am often asked what
The Kimberley School
is like. My immediate
response is that our
students want to achieve and
certainly do us credit. This is

clear in every year group.
Teachers frequently pass on
excellent work and it is

always a pleasure for me to
discuss this with those who have
produced it. Year 11 have shown

exceptional commitment. They
are setting high standards and
already breaking school exam

records. Sixty five per cent have
already achieved a good pass in
ICT o well done and good luck for
the rest of your exams!

To be able to describe our school
in this way is important, but there
is more to the school than hard
work and good behaviour. There
is a strong sense of community
which goes a long way towards
defining our school. This was
summed up by the bike ride
organi sed by Jade
in her memory. Over 100 of
us took to the towpath of the
Erewash Canal and cycled to
Trent Lock. | was sincerely
moved to see so many of our
students and staff on the ride or
helping out. It was a great day
and I dm sur e
want me to thank Mr Whelan for
organising it.
Chris Teal
Headteacher
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Issue 5#

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Please note that the presentation afternoons

for Years 7 to 10, referred to in your Parent
Calendar, will not be taking place. These
have been replaced by our Awards Evening
for invited students on July 9th at the Albert

Hall. Year 11 have an opportunity to say
their farewells at a presentation event on

the morning of 23rd May.

School closes for half term on 23rd May at
12.45pm. Students will have normal lessons
in the morning and lunch will be available for
those who wish to take advantage of this
facility.

The last school day of the summer term is
Thursday 17th July. This is a full school day
for students, finishing at 3.15pm.

We are aware there have been changes to
dates in your Parent Calendar during this
year and for this we apologise. We are
looking at ways to improve the reliability of
this information for next year.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD

Around 40 Year 9
I #roHE Bron2¥ Akardd and a smaller group
of Year 10 pupils are about to start the Silver
Award in the near future. Year 9 made

upils have enrolled

a positive start with a 10 mile walk
in the White Peak on the 11 ™ May in
scorching conditions.




AUSCHWITZ

In March of this year, myself and Ryan Houghton (both of us in Year 12), along with
Mr Gillespie, were given the opportunity to represent the school on a visit to Auschwitz
concentration camp in Poland. The visit was organised by the Holocaust Educational
Trust, as part of the Lessons from Auschwitz project. | wanted to go to Auschwitz
because | think that it is important to learn about the Holocaust so, as a society, we
can never let history repeat itself.

The day of the visit soon arrived and, after the shock of waking up at 3am, we made
our way to the airport, for a 7.30am chartered flight to Poland. It was peculiar doing

something that is associated with going on holiday however, knowing that what we
were going to do and see was the total opposite of a holiday.

We arrived in Poland, not fully knowing what to expect, at around 10am and were
taken straight to O  Swificim, the Polish town in which Auschwitz was situated. There we
had time to visit a Jewish cemetery, where we learned that the headstones had been
disrespectfully torn from the ground by the Nazis and used for paving slabs. After the
war, the headstones were found, and restored to their holy and rightful place.

We then drove down the road to the site of the first death camp, Auschwitz I. It had

been built as a Polish army barracks, however, in 1940 it was taken by the Nazis and
used as a death -somamm!| 5br damnsi part of Aus
housing items collected from around the camps (there were three altogether) found
after the war, for example; shoes, suitcase

It was a short coach ride to the next site, Auschwitz Il (or Birkenau ). During the
journey, not a word was spoken by the whole group. We all knew that the visit would

be emotionally difficult, but the vast rooms, stacked high with personal belongings,
brought it home to us that the millions of people who died at Auschwitz were no
different to ourselves; they had dreams, they had jobs, they were living ordinary lives.

Auschwitz 1l was, for me, more profound than Auschwitz | The camp carried on into
the distance as far as the eye could see, and would have been full of people, all
suffering, and all starving. After paying for their train tickets and enduring the long,
harsh journey to Auschwitz, they were unloaded off cattle trucks and sorted like
animals. Many were put to death in the gas chambers within five minutes of arriving.
The fit and healthy were instantly put to work within the camp. The harsh work, poor
hygiene, poor nutrition and the insensitive treatment meant that the death rate
amongst prisoners was high. In total, more than 4,000,000 Jews, homosexuals,
gypsies and prisoners of war were killed at Auschwitz. It is for this reason it is
important to learn about the Holocaust. It acts a stark reminder to us all of how people
can be so evil and how we must strive for peace in order to never let something like
that happen again.

Oliver Tuck , Year 12




