May 2009

a Foundation School

Issue 11#

HEAD'S LINES

At the time of writing, the first big GCSE exam
has started and thankfully the flu pandemic has

not yet interfered with our plans. | am confident

that our year eleven will exceed all previous

records, providing they can keep their heads

clear of nerves and flu! Parents should be
reassured that we are continuing to monitor

government advice on the flu situation owe
even begun to stockpile soap and tissues.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind all
parents of students in current Years 8 and 9 that
the new PE kit will be compulsory from next year.
It is also a chance to remind students that PE is
not optional. There are a minority who seem to
think they have the choice whether to take part.
You donot ! We are | oo
the Healthy Schools Award later this year and a
'‘Healthy School' is full of healthy students!

Mrs Stephen and | have just completed our visits
to the family primary/junior schools to see our
new intake for September. The theme of our talk
is 0dondt worryoé and
amazing rumours that circulate about 5 hour
detentions, dungeons and an extensive range of
punishments for getting lost on the first day. By
the time we leave, | hope the children realise that
this is an exceptionally friendly school where they
will quickly settle in and succeed. The number of
parents from family schools choosing to join us
has risen by 8% this year. The Sixth Form is
following a similar trend with 100 of our current
and excellent Year 11 students choosing to stay
on and benefit from our high quality teaching; this
represents an increase of 22% over current Year
12 numbers. We are also delighted to welcome
back several o f | ast
local college, but now want to make a fresh start
on their AS courses with us & welcome back!

Councillor Ken Rigby spends a good deal of time
and energy aiming to improve Kimberley, so |
was delighted when he informed me that
following a tidy -up campaign of the town
residents felt the biggest factor in improving the

townds i mage was the sc

Finally, well done to the Year 8 team who won
the Festival of Chemistry event and the KS4
mathematicians, Jamie and Greg, who achieved
such a high standard in the Pink Kangaroo maths
competition. We are proud of you! Read all about
these events in this edition.

Chris Teal

Headteach
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Festival of Chemistry

On Wednesday 6 ™ May, four Yr 8 students
went to The University of Nottingham for

t he Salterds Festival
students were Amy Sullivan, Emma
Clements, Timmy Wheatley and Ellis Ward.
We took part in the
the morning, acting as forensic scientists

to solve a murder investigation. We had to
find the metal and non -metal part of a
ki fl subdtamde WA doitlg flanoe tests and ether n g
tests. We just missed out on a prize.

After lunch, we had a lecture on thunder
and lightning (explosive chemicals were
used!). They told us about luminous lights,
threw glow sticks at us and fired some

ous.ur best to dispel
Then we did the second challenge of the
day back in the lab. This was all about
using our imagination. We had to make a
fresh egg roll the furthest, after it had been
dropped off a 2 metre high ramp, and
without cracking. We wrapped our egg in
bubble wrap and a whole role of sticky
tape, adding sticks to stabilise it. When the
rolling began, our egg travelled 5.6 metres
and didnot c r a c%k place W
over 2 metres, even
teacher team.

_Our prizes were a mini green portable
Or8dio,%9d'-9o'ahd a WdbEnarky €Thd schbdks
prize was 3 packs of molymods worth
about £100.

Overall it was a good day and the whole

point of the trip was to get us students
interested in chemistry.
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N iT.h% Il(irllllberley School
'Achievement Awards Evening
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The school will be celebrating many of
the achievements of our students at the
annual Achievement Awards Evening.
Award winners should get their tickets

as soon as possible. The event is held
at the Albert Hall on 25th June, KS3

er 5.00-7.00pm and KS4/5 7.30 -9.30pm.




STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

On the Council so far, we have held
meetings concerning issues that have
been bought wup by yourselves
throughout the school. We have issues
such as litter. We have began to
combat the litter issue with bins. On
money, we have a grand total of £900
to spend on issues in and around the
school; maybe on things like decor
and new tables. Just for your
information, the 300 strong petition
has been looked at but, unfortunately,
the petition was to no avail; the house
system will go ahead in Sept. On the
topic of communication with those of
us on the Council, there are a humber
of ways you can contact us, if you
have any issues. If you are unsure
about who we are, then there are
pictures of us near the Café and
possibly soon on the flat screens in the
Café. From there, there are going to
be suggestion boxes in the Main and

GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT
A LEVEL VISIT TO THE
LAKE DISTRICT

Geography News

YEAR 7 GEOGRAPHY
FIELDWORK IN
CASTLETON

s ) B . A
Once again, the Geography
Department visited the
spectacular scenery of the Lake
District, with our prospective

Sixth Form Geographers joining
Year 12 for a few days in the
Northern Lakes. We looked at
glaciation and river studies along
with the impact of tourism.

All of Year 7 visited Castleton in
the Peak District after Easter,
to support their learning in
Geography and prepare for
their final assessment piece. All
students looked at the issues of
managing natural environments
and limestone scenery, before an
underground journey through
Treak Cliff Cavern.

Student Reception. You should also
speak to your tutor reps, if you have
any concerns, and they will pass them
on to the Student Council to revise.
Remember ... any issues tell us.

A BIG thank you to Amari
Plastics for donating lots
of acrylic sheet for use in
D&T lessons.

This helps us with projects
at all levels in the school curriculum.

Your Student Council Members

25 Years Service Celebration

Our head cook, Peggy Gribby, has recently celebrated
25 years long service at The Kimberley School and said
she wants to work there until the day she retires.

Over the years Peggy has seen 3 Headteachers come
and go, her daughter attend the school and a big
change in school meals in recent times. She has some
fond memories at the school, including how they used to dress up and dance at
Christmas time and really enjoys events they have held at the school, such as the
Quorn competition and the School Food Trust Roadshow, which was held last month.
Peggy commented: "I've really enjoyed my time working here and | hope to be here
for the next nine years. I've got a lovely team of ladies, we all get on so well and |
couldn't do it without them. I've seen so many changes over the years and | keep

R.E. NEWS

Congratulations
to all Year 11
GCSE R.E. stu-
dents who com-
pleted course-
work and classwork to
a high standard. Well
done. We would like to
wish all our examination
students, Year 11, 12
and 13, best wishes and

in contact with a lot of the students that have left. They're an extension to your hope vyou reap the
family really." rewards of your hard
Peggy's catering team also includes Carol Norman and Julie Bains, who have both work.

worked with her as catering assistants for the last 22 years.




