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HEAD'S LINESHEAD'S LINES  

 

The Kimberley School invests in its people  
 

You may have seen the Investors in  
People plaque on our reception wall. Our 
school earned it three years ago for our 
commitment to the people who work here. 
Iõm delighted to say that we have  
just been re -inspected and received  
a highly complimentary report. The  
inspector noted a strong ethos of equal  
opportunities and inclusivity. He said the 
performance management system worked 
very effectively for all groups of staff. 
There is a good range of effective learning 
and development. This includes our own 
innovative and well thought of leadership 
and management training. During  
anonymous interviews with the inspector, 
colleagues referred to an extremely  
supportive school where things get done 
and have a positive impact. The inspector 
said that, since his last visit three years 
ago, change has been dramatic.  

 

I hope this reassures parents and  
students that we see ourselves as a school 
that values learning at all levels. None of 
us stop learning and all of us can strive to 
do better. This was a message reiterated 
by Jermaine Jenas in his recent visit. As a 
top footballer, he was quick to point out 
how much education mattered. He told our 
students that the first question Sir Bobby 
Robson asked him at an interview was 
about how seriously he took his schooling.  

 

I know our students are taking things  
seriously and I get very encouraging  
reports about the hard work going on in 
preparation for the exams.  Indeed, many 
exams and coursework assignments have 
already been marked and the signs are 
promising.  So, Iõm sure you will join me in 
wishing all our students facing their exams 
this summer the very best of luck.   

 

To state the obvious, dear students,  
revise hard and then you can enjoy a  
relaxing and fun -packed summer holiday, 
safe in the knowledge that you have done 
your best, or as Dolly Parton says, òIf you 
want the rainbow, youõve got to put up 
with the rain.ó 

Chris Teal  
Headteacher  

  

1st  Boot House  24333  

2nd Clough House  24140  

3rd  Lawrence House  22884  

4th Nightingale House  22014  

Skirts!Skirts!   
 

We continue to be proud of our uniform and the 
strong message it sends out about our school. 
Recently, however, there have been comments 
from our community that some girls are wearing 
skirts which are too short.  
 

For as long as schools have had uniforms they 
have battled to maintain standards in the face of 
the prevailing fashion of the day. I am sure many 
of you would recall in your own school days 
there were limits to skirt length. I am reluctant to 
expose students or staff to the indignity of  
having to measure the length of skirts. I am  
asking that common sense should prevail.  
 

Please discuss this with your daughters!  
Be aware that in one recent case, a mother saw 
her daughter walking into school in a different 
(and much shorter) skirt than the one she left 
home in. To ensure this is not a wider issue, we 
will speak to girls and contact home where we 
feel there is a problem.  
 

As always, I know I can rely on your support.  
 

C. Teal  

Prison! Me! No Way!!!Prison! Me! No Way!!!   
 

On the 19 th April, our Year 9 pupils 
were involved in an exciting day 
where they were given the chance 
to learn about what it is like to be in 
prison and what the consequences 
of making poor choices and  
decisions could be. The workshops 
included role play of what happens 

at a magistrateõs court, street scenes where anti 
social behaviour was explored, knife crime where 
real -life stories were told and ways to avoid  
serious situations, St Johnõs who taught the young 
people basic First Aid, drug awareness and, finally, 
the pupils were given the chance to listen to  
stories of 4 ladies who were actually serving  
custodial sentences. Our students were a credit to 
the school and joined in the activities in an open  
and honest way. Hopefully, this experience will  
encourage them to think before they act!   



 
 

 

Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Carnegie and Kate Greenaway   

Award ShadowingAward Shadowing   
 

Join the debate! What 
makes a truly great book?  

 

In the LRC we are shadowing  
The Carnegie Medal , awarded for  
an outstanding book for children  
and young people, and The Kate 
Greenaway Medal  awarded for  
outstanding book illustration.  

 

Read the books on the shortlists and 
post your reviews online.  

www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
shadowingsite  

 

WORLD CUP FEVER in the LRC.  WORLD CUP FEVER in the LRC.  
Come and join in the fun.   

 

Help with our displays  ð 
identify and colour flags 
of the countries taking 
part, and write a book 
review on ôWorld Cupõ 

footballs for our  
ôfootball pitchõ. 

 

Competitions with prizes to be won - 
design your own football kit,  

predict the scores, mascot quiz  
and possibly moreéé.!!! 

 

Come in the LRC and take part!  

 

Late Library Books!Late Library Books!   
 

Please make sure all library books are 
returned to the LRC on time.   

 

Have a good look at 
home ð on shelves, in 
cupboards and under 
beds ð and bring them 

back soon!  
 

History Fieldwork Visit to Newstead AbbeyHistory Fieldwork Visit to Newstead Abbey   
 

On Wednesday 12 th May 2010, Year 10 History students went to Newstead 
Abbey. As part of our coursework, we went to see the changes different 
families had made to the monastery. In the morning, we went around the 
house and looked around each room, which had been modified to each 
owner's preference. In the afternoon, we went round the Japanese  
gardens, which had been made by one of the families for pleasure.  
 

We found this trip very informative as we now can understand and imagine 
the structure of the original monastery. We learned that, on the whole,  

Newstead Abbey was made to impress and was a very high status abbey in the country. After it was 
closed and sold in 1540, to the Byron family, it was gradually turned into a home.  
 

By Rhiannon Thompson, Hayley Bush, Rebecca Clarke and Stephanie White  
                                                                    10 LRDB                  10 CNH              10BMGW                       10BMGW 

Intergenerational work with Clover Lands CourtIntergenerational work with Clover Lands Court   
 

On  Tues 18 th May, 9 of our students took part in a show -and - 
tell activity, where they talked to older people about their  
interests and then listened to the older generation as they 
shared their experiences. One of the men told them about his 
coin collection and showed them old coins and how much 
they were worth. The pupils were mesmerised and it was 
wonderful to see young and old enjoying spending time  
together. They were even given an old coin as a memento 
and invited to go back again soon!   

 

Year 9 Career Champions Showcase WorkYear 9 Career Champions Showcase Work   
 

On Wednesday 14 th April, the Career Champions showcased 
their projects at the Hayley Conference Centre. Kimberleyõs 
24 boys joined up with the pupils from Eastwood School and 
The Holgate School to display their work and chat to parents 
about it.  
 

The evening was a great success, with certificates awarded 
to all pupils who had completed the project, special awards  
nominated by each school's coordinator and a trophy 
awarded on the night to the best displayed project with  
correct, relevant and up -to -date information. The evening 
also allowed the parents of the pupils see what their child 
wants to do in the future and how they plan to achieve  
their goals.  
 

This project has already helped some pupils select the  
options they wish to take in Years 10 & 11. Letõs hope it  
continues to have the desired effect as the pupils move 
through life to achieve whatever goals they set themselves.  
 

 

The Kimberley School ChoirThe Kimberley School Choir   
 

The Kimberley School Choir were once again involved in a 
joint choral ôspectacularõ with the Feeder Primary schools at 
Gilthill Primary on the 21st April. 24 students represented the 
school, singing as a group and collectively with  7 of our 
feeder schools. Among the songs rehearsed and performed 
were, ôDefying Gravity, Donõt Stop Believing, Hey Mr Miller, 
Everything is Musicõ. 
 

 Represented mostly by Year 7õs and a small number of upper 
school students, the choir were excited and enjoyed the  
experience; some of them returning to their old Primary 
school and seeing teachers and old friends.   
 

Charlotte Rhoades in 7LHH said, òI especially enjoyed seeing 
my old teachers and friendsó. 

Mrs. Brockway  

Mr. Sells  

Mr. Warrender  
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http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/shadowingsite
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/shadowingsite


 

  
 
We visited our exchange partners in their hometown of Aachen just before the 
Easter break.  
 

Once at the airport, the flight to Cologne -Bonn was very quick and we just had to 
travel for an hour or so to reach the car park of the Anne -Frank -Gymnasium 
(school) on the Sunday evening, where the partners and their families awaited 
us. Then it was off back to their place!  
 

We all met up again in the mornings at school, went in a few classes, worried a bit 
about the presentations Herr Dick and Mr Vinter insisted on us doing on Tuesday 
afternoon! They werenõt too bad in the end, we even enjoyed it, and the Germans 
brought in a real feast of cakes, sweets and drinks. We finished off with a DVD 
the students had made of four grown men diving from various heights - Herr Dick, 
Herr Esser and two Year 13 leavers, who happened to be Olympic standard  
divers. Herr Dick was on medication for weeks afterwards, but itõs a great DVD. 
 

Monday afternoon we had a guided tour of Aachen, tasting the hot spring water and 
seeing the incredibly grand cathedral. The highlight was an audience with the Mayor 
of Aachen in the Town Hall, who talked about the similarities of our two cities ð 
roughly the same size, both with a famous football club who had enjoyed success 
(Forest rather more, surely?) but were struggling slightly at present, and both with a 
world famous figure woven into its history or folklore (Charlemagne and Robin Hood).  
 

We also spent a whole day in Cologne, went up the cathedral (stunning), shopping etc. We had a free tour 
of the WDR television studios, learned a lot about this industry from a really good guide, saw many  
studios some of which were set up for filming. One programme like ôQuestion Timeõ in England was all set 
up for filming, autocue, seats and table for panellists, etc. The programme was broadcast that evening 
just before the live Bayern -Schalke Cup semi -final!  
 

Many of the students met up, went bowling, played pool, went into town in the evenings and we even had 
sleepovers. Generally, our hosts went so much out of their way to entertain us and it was great fun. The 
food was interesting of course but really good actually, lots of the parents made amazing food of their 
own. We got in a lot of shopping; there was a Lindt chocolate outlet not far from the school!  
 

Thanks to Emilyõs mum and Tevinõs dad for their help with transport, and to Mr Paxton who helped us so 
much back in September when the Germans came to us, as well as this time.  And thanks to Mr Vinter for 
insisting that we go, and Ms Johannsen and Frau Jerusalem for helping us feel safe, and Herr Dick for a 
great programme in Germany; we really enjoyed it.  
 

IF YOU LEARN GERMAN IN YEARS 8 -12, SIGN UP FOR THE NEXT EXCHANGE,  
LETTERS ARE AVAILABLE NOW!!!  

 

ôI really enjoyed the experience. It was different to any other school trip. You are completely independent 
and have to be able to use your general vocab knowledge to communicate with people. You find yourself 
asking for things in German and it feels natural. All in all very good .õ  (Tevin)  
 

ôI found the exchange a good experience and I would definitely go back. I was nervous at first but after 
the first night I felt like I had been there for ages. I would definitely stay with my exchange partner and 
visit Aachen again .õ  (Josh)  
 

ôI really enjoyed the experience and found the exchange really good. At first I was nervous but once I  
settled in it was not a problem. I would definitely go again and Iõm planning to go back with Josh and  
Tevin in the summer! õ  (Chris)  
 

ôOverall the best thing the school has done and massively improved knowledge of German culture and 
vocab. Fluency improved and new relationships were formed between lots of people. õ   (Sam) 


