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HEAD'S LINESHEAD'S LINES  
 

A big òwell done!ó to all those involved in last 
yearõs exams.  Of course, the spotlight 
seems to fall on GCSE results for schools, so 
it is very satisfying to report to you that our 
school achieved the second highest results 
out of the seven secondary schools in  
Broxtowe for 5+A* -C.  Our headline figure 
moved from 50% in 2007 to 65% this  
summer.  Whilst there is a lot of hard work 
ahead, the early signs suggest that the  
current Year 11 are on track to do even  
better.  Perhaps those of you who are  
parents of Year 11 students will let them 
ease up on those household chores, so they 
can concentrate on their studies!!  Iõm sure 
we all wish them well.  Let us not forget all 
those in Year 9 who worked so hard for their 
SATs.  Results are still subject to appeals but 
we are certainly above the national average.  
The Sixth Form have played their part as 
well.  Their results exceeded expectations 
and, incidentally, attendance in the Sixth 
Form this year is the best it has ever been.  
 

I am delighted to welcome three new parent 
Governors to our active and supportive  
governing body.  They are Mr Martin Perrett, 
Mrs Joanne McCarthy and Mr Robert  
Cooper.  Governors are keen to harness the 
talents of as many parents as possible,  
when such opportunities arise.  They were 
able to appoint all three parents as the result 
of a reshuffle, in which Nicole Clarke  
has changed from parent to community  
governor.   
 

Finally, I would like to thank all of you for 
your support with the new uniform.  There 
have been no significant difficulties in the 
introduction of the uniform and I have  
received many unsolicited messages from 
the public praising the appearance and  
behaviour of our students.  One of our own 
governors mistook one of our students for a 
High School pupil!  I had a particularly  
touching message from a local resident who 
attended the school himself in 1946, an  
important reminder of how central the 
school is to our community.  

Chris Teal  
Headteacher  

Young  Person of the Year AwardYoung  Person of the Year Award   
 

During this term, we were visited by the 
Youth Engagement Team. Their role is to 
encourage young people to engage with 
democracy.  
 

They came with their activity bus and set 
up a Polling Station. Elections are  
currently taking place for the Broxtowe 
Member of the Youth Parliament. All  
students were able to vote for the person 
they felt would represent them best in the 
Youth Parliament.  
 

Students met a couple of the candidates 
and it was exciting to hear conversations 
about politics, manifestos and voting  
going on around school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We were privileged to be visited by Tony 
Gearing, a journalist who established the 
Young Person of the Year Award. He was 
able to talk with several classes about the 
spectacular things that young people are 
capable of and that he enjoys writing 
about in newspapers. He encouraged our 
students to nominate young people that 
they felt contributed something extra to 
society or to their family. If any of our 
nominees go forward to the final, then 
they will get to go with friends and family 
to a special reception at the Council 
House.  
 

Many of our students have nominated 
their peers and we are very excited that 

On school events please be  
considerate to residents living 
around The Kimberley School. 

Please park either in Sainsburys' 
car park or the free local council 
car parks. On special events a 

minibus will be provided for  
people parking at Sainsburys.  



LRC NewsLRC News   
 

× Reading Groups  are held on Tuesday  
lunchtimes in the LRC.  So far this term, we 
have celebrated Roald Dahl Day and National 
Poetry Day. Well done to everyone who entered 
competitions and read out their poems! If you 
are a keen reader and would like to join in,  
collect a green pass from the LRC.  
 

× World Book Day Short Stories Competition  
All students aged 11 -18 are invited to enter this 
national competition. All entries must begin 
with the first line below, which has been  
allocated to The Kimberley School.  
 

òWhen I woke up it was still dark  
and I knew straightaway that  
everything was different.ó 

 

(written by  the author Jenny Valentine)  
 

The word limit for your stories is 1000 - 1200 
words.  Any number of students may work on 
one story.  Email your stories written as  
word documents (version 1997 -2003), to  
haywoodj@kimberleyschool.co.uk . You may 
illustrate your stories in black and white.  Give  
illustrations in to the LRC, making sure they are 
clearly marked with your name and age.   
 

The deadline for entries is 7th November.  
 

The Kimberley School may submit up to ten  
stories.  If one of our stories is chosen, it will be 
published in an anthology by Evans Publishers 
in time for World Book Day ð 5th March 2009.  
 

× The Gamesworkshop Club  started meeting 
again on Tuesday 14 October, after school in 
the LRC. See Mrs Haywood, if you are  
interested in joining.  
 

× A Scholastic Book Fair  will be held in the LRC 
at the beginning of December.  All books will be 
sold at reduced prices. Ideal for Christmas  
presents!  

 

Food Technology TrainingFood Technology Training   
  

The Kimberley School has always had a very 
strong reputation in Food Technology and now 
that the government is increasing the subject's 
profile, training events are being held as part of 
the Licence to Cook initiative. Kimberley held a 
training event in September, which was well  
attended and extremely useful to teachers of 
Food from around the country.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
The government has produced a cookbook  
for every Year 7 pupil called 'Real Meals' and  
we will be distributing these as soon as   
they arrive.  

Newstead Abbey Visit Newstead Abbey Visit  
 

On the 1st of October 2008, the 
two GCSE history classes visited 
Newstead Abbey as fieldwork. 
We went there to study evidence 
that it was once a monastery. We 
went   into   most   (if  not  all)   the  

rooms and looked for evidence that proves it was once 
a home to monks. At lunch, we were given the  
opportunity to eat at a small café or eat our own food. 
Before we got to the monastery, we hit a dilemma,  
because the bus turned up very late; 45 minutes to be 
exact! Whilst we were there, we got very wet because 
we went outside and looked at the gardens as the  
heavens opened. Luckily for the other 2 groups, they 
were inside at the time, so they missed the poor 
weather. We were shown around by two very nice  
people named Peter and Helen.  
 

Overall we all enjoyed the trip out and it will help us  
towards our essay on Newstead Abbey.  
 

Lewis Jefferon and Andy Aiston 10M  

  

  

Places Places   

of of   

WorshipWorship   
  

 
You need to go to church 
to be a Christian? Do you 
agree?  
 

This is the question that 
took the Year 10 GCSE RE 
students to visit three  
local places of worship 
during this half term.  
 

The students had a very 
successful day visiting 
the Greek Orthodox, St. 
Peters and St. Barnabus 
Cathedral in Nottingham 
to gather information and 
pictures of the buildings 
and furnishings. The  
students have now began 
their first piece of  
coursework and are well 
on their way to answering 
the question.  

Technology Support for Neighbouring SchoolsTechnology Support for Neighbouring Schools   
  

Steve Jackson, who has taken up the post as Head  
of Design & Technology, came to visit us on Mon 6th 
October to look at the CAD/CAM equipment we use at 
our school. It is part of our Technology College Targets 
to support  Eastwood in their D&T developments and 
we are delighted that he visited. His main focus was to 
look at the Laser Cutter, which helps us to produce  
industry standard product. This has been of direct 
benefit in raising our D&T standards and improving  
students' GCE and GCSE grades in Resistant Materials, 
Graphics and Electronic Products.  

Yr 13 Philosophy & EthicsYr 13 Philosophy & Ethics   
 

Year 13 Philosophy and 
Ethics students visited 
The Holy Cross Convent 
on Friday 10th October to 
discuss their extended 
essays with Reverend 
Mother and some of  the  
sisters. Lively discussions 
took place on such varied 
subjects as Abortion, War 
and Pacifism, Body and 
Soul after death and  
Religious Experience.  
Re f reshments  were  
forgotten in the brilliant 
exchange of ideas.  
 

Thank you Mrs. Wilde  
and Mrs. Brockway for 
transporting the students.  

mailto:haywoodj@kimberleyschool.co.uk


Thursday 13th November 7.00pm -9.30pm  
In the Arts Building - Tickets: £2  

  
  
  

× Manicure  × Reflexology  × Hand Massage  × Facial  × Aloe Vera  
× Head Massage × Jewellery  × Makeup  × Handbags  

PE NewsPE News   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

'The students are enjoying using our new  
machines both in lessons and after school.'  

  
At the time of writing Iõm proud to say that all 
(yes, all!) of our boys' football teams are  
sitting at the top of their leagues.  What a  
fantastic achievement!  
   

Most of the clubs and teams we run are now 
in full swing. The girls' and boys' football 
teams have fixtures most nights. The hockey 
and boccia teams have also been playing in 
their central venue leagues.  
  

Students should look at the notice boards, if 
they are interested in taking part in clubs  
and teams. The following is a sample of  
what they can do: cheerleading,   dance,    

netball,      gymnastics, rugby, table tennis,  
trampolining, hockey, boccia, girls and boys 
football and rowing. There is also an  
opportunity for GCSE students to practise 
swimming on Tuesdays 3.30 - 4pm.  

  

The new PE uniform looks really smart and 
we would like all students to be wearing it as 
soon as possible. There are a range of 
fleeces and waterproofs which can be  
ordered through school. Students should 
pick up an order form from main reception 
and return it so we can order the kit. Hockey 
and football  teams will be playing in the new 
games shirt and we want to  make these  
orders a real priority.  

                                                                      Geography NewsGeography News   
 

Yr10 GCSE geography 
students visited Derby-
shire last week to  
support  their  work  on  
Physical    Geography.  

 The rivers were showing the effects of  
recent wet weather, which made for exciting 
times collecting data. Students worked at 
Burbage brook near Hathersage, trying to 
find out if rivers actually do what the text 
books suggest. Students are now working on 
practice coursework before the real thing. 
Well done Year 10 for an excellent day in the 
outdoor classroom!  

For further information contact the school on:  
(0115) 9387000 or email: taylorw@kimberleyschool.co.uk 

We were supposed to leave just 
after midnight on Monday morning 
but the coach didnõt arrive till 1 
am.  Luckily it was dry and not too 
cold in the Leisure Centre car 
park.  Eventually the coach turned 
up and the driver loaded all our 
cases with the help of teachers, 
parents and pupils.  We waved 
good -bye to our families and 
friends, marked out our seating 
territory and settled back for a 
long journey, next stop Germany.  
Actually, it was Trowell Services ð 
where, after some confusing  
manoeuvres in the parking area, 
we docked with a new driver.  
When we stopped ð M25 I think ð 
yet another driver took over; he 
was Steve and would be the man 
at the wheel for the whole trip; he 
turned out to be a legend.  He was 
the best bus driver ever!  We got 
the ferry we were booked on after 
all and on a beautiful summerõs 
morning, set sail for the continent.  
We travelled through bits of 
France and Belgium before hitting 
Germany. The journey was okay 
with breaks to stretch your legs 
and go to the toilet. But at a cost, 
30 cents.  A good tourist goes 
when he can, not when he wants 
to.  We saw the youth hostel from 
miles away, perched as it is on a 
huge rock overlooking the Rhine, 
and got there mid afternoon.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We walked through the fortress, 
took in the amazing view over the 
city of Koblenz and especially 
Deutsches Eck for the first time, 
got our keys and settled into our 
rooms. I say 'settled in', it was  
dinner first.  
 

We met up at 6 pm for our evening 
meal.  Great  b ig German  
sausages, ketchup and mustard, 
potatoes, great vegetable and 
salad bar, all self -service.  
 

After dinner we went for a gentle 
walk around the fortress, various 
tunnels and a memorial to the  
German soldiers.  Many of us also 
discovered the ôbistroõ, a cafe 
serving drinks, pizza etc in the 
basement of the youth hostel.  
 

Tuesday began early and  
thunderously with Miss Crespo  
(el crespo, courtesy of Cole) 
knocking holes through all the 
girlsõ doors to ensure they were 
up no later than the boys, who had 
taken to their military routine like 
ducks to water, (the regiment was 
born).  After a hearty breakfast, 

we set off down the Moselle valley 
with its spectacular scenery of 
castles and vineyards.  First stop 
was Burg Eltz (Eltz castle).  This is 
a medieval  castle  near the Moselle 
River  between Koblenz  and Trier .  
It is still owned by a branch of the 
same family that lived there in the 
12th century , 33 generations ago.  
Eltz is the name of the castle, the 
family and the little river that flows 
past it.  Strangely, you have to 
walk down to the castle on a steep 
and winding path; when it first 
comes into view, it makes for a 
dramatic photo.  We had a guided 
tour, a look at the family treasure 
and refreshments.  After a packed 
lunch by the coach, we drove  
further along the Moselle to  
Cochem; this got its fair share of 
laughs on the way there.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here, just up from the river and 
shielded, we had a large outdoor 
swimming park at our disposal, 
with pools, diving boards, slides 
etc or simply large grassy banks 
to chill out.  Looking down at all 
this, there was no horizon, just a 
wall of rock from left to right ð this 
was in fact the steep bank on the 
other side of the river.  It was a 
very hot afternoon; the concrete 
by the ping pong tables was too 
hot for bare feet.  Before leaving 
Cochem, we would visit a local 
wine merchant; he had a kind of  
mountain for a back garden, 
which went far and wide and as 
high as you could see, full of 
short, thin green trees planted in 
neat columns ð these were his 
vines, and on them grew his 
grapes.  Riesling, the best  
grape in the world, Mr Vinter  
suggestedécorrectly. Downstairs 
in the cool cellar, we asked many 
intelligent questions about  
winemaking, guzzled what we 
could of the two wines being  
offered (which was not much!), 
then just talked a lot. It started as 
a talk and ended more of a slur 
than a talk.  We also tasted  
considerably larger portions of 
red and white grape juice, and 
sang Frohen Geburtstag to Laura.   
 

TO BE CONTINUED IN  
DECEMBER'S 

NEWS@KIMBERLEY...  

Koblenz, Germany Trip (June 30th Koblenz, Germany Trip (June 30th --  July 5th 2008)July 5th 2008)   
 

By Sam Sewell -Coleman, Tina Bozorgi  (Year 10)  


