Planning on starting A level Religious Studies next year?

Religious Studies is a great subject to help you build a wide range of skills, including improving your skills as a writer, speaker and thinker. 

Even though you haven’t been able to finish your Year 11 course this year, you can still practice and develop Religious Studies skills at home. 

You can read, watch and listen to interesting ideas and think about the opinions expressed. How far do they match your own views? What might someone say if they had a very different opinion? Keep up your writing skills by putting your ideas down on paper – try, if you can, to handwrite, just to keep up the practice of handwriting so that your writing isn’t completely illegible by the time you go back to school.

Reading good quality writing is the best way of improving your own writing. As you read a good writer, you will gain a better understanding of the meanings of new words and the ways in which carefully chosen words and punctuation can add real emphasis to someone’s argument. Different writers express themselves in different ways, and by reading them you will develop your own ‘voice’. Reading also helps with more basic skills such as spelling, because if you see a word written down often enough, you will know when it ‘looks right’ when you write the same word yourself.

Thinking skills can be developed if you try to take a questioning attitude to the things you watch, hear and read. Do you agree with what’s being said? If you watch a film where people have different attitudes towards something, which do you agree with most, or least, and why? 


Here are some different activities and exercises for you try if you’re learning from home. 
In Religious Studies, some of the topics can be quite sensitive, so if the activity involves an issue that might make you upset, choose a different one. These times are already difficult enough; nobody wants you to be upset when there’s no teacher there to talk you through your feelings. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading activities

Here are some books and some online resources you could try, if you can get hold of them. 

Reading anything of good quality, even if it’s a novel or a book about an entirely different topic, is always helpful for improving your skills, because you are practising your comprehension skills as well as practising understanding different ways in which writers express their ideas. Your own writing will improve, the more you read. 

These are just some ideas – you don’t have to choose any of these if you’d rather read something else, and there are so many good books in the world that this list could go on for ever but it’s a start: 

Books:
· Sophie Choice – William Styron
· Sophie’s World - Jostein Gaarder
· Brave new World – Aldous Huxey
· His Dark Materials – Philip Pullman
· Night - Elie Wiesel
·  ‘The Pig That Wants To Be Eaten: And 99 Other Thought Experiments’- Julian Baggini








Task One: What is Philosophy and Ethics?

Go to the two links below:Watch each of the videos one at a time. 
We recommend watching it once fully without making notes and then a second time to be able to write things down that you found.


· What is Philosophy (Crash Course)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY
· Theory of Knowledge (Epistemology)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_Y3utIeTPg

Now complete the following task below in the space provided:

Summarise the main ideas of each video in no more than 3 sentences. Make sure you include subheadings in your notes.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Click the link below and choose one of the videos from the interview series titled ‘Why study theology?’ and answer the 2 questions.

https://www.closertotruth.com/series/why-study-theology

1) The interview clip I have chosen is: ________________________________________________

2) The main argument from this clip why to study theology was ___________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Task 2: Critical thinking skills
This is the first episode of a documentary about attitudes towards homosexuality.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMPl25oraVc

This is the first episode of Stephen Fry’s series ‘Out There’, where he explores attitudes to homosexuality in different parts of the world. In Sexual Ethics we explore different beliefs about being gay from a variety of perspectives.

Questions to think about and/or write about – try to support your answers with reasoning:

1. Do you think there is a ‘right’ attitude and a ‘wrong’ attitude towards homosexuality? What is it that makes these attitudes right or wrong?

2. Some people might argue that different cultures have different ideas about morality, and that these different cultural beliefs should be respected even if we don’t agree with them. Do you think we should always respect the beliefs and attitudes of cultures different from our own, or should we try to persuade them to adopt our own beliefs instead?

3. What do you think are the aims of this television series? Do you think they are good aims? Do you think this first episode is successful in achieving its aims? 

4. What religious reasons do people sometimes give for opposing homosexual relationships? How would you support or oppose these views?

Task 3: Key scholar Research 

In Religious Studies you will be introduced to many scholars to support arguments you make in your essays. I want you to create some sort of leaflet/flyer about your chosen scholar. This needs to be one page of A4 typed or hand-written work. 

In this you need to make sure you have completed the following success criteria:
· When were they alive?
· What key books did they write?
· What key issues did they write about?
· Are there any key quotes?
· Do you find their work convincing? 

The following scholars to choose to research from are:
· 
· Plato
· Aristotle
· St Augustine 
· St Thomas Aquinas 
· Richard Swinburne
· Mary Daly 
· Joseph Fletcher 
· Jeremy Bentham
· Immanuel Kant


 (Hints: The Cave, Natural Law, Utilitarianism, Situation Ethics, Eudaimonia, Categorical Imperative, Evil and suffering, Design)
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