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‘‘An ingenious little idea that is funny, moving and - gasp! - even makes you think ‘‘ 

Empire magazine 

‘‘A brilliantly original comedy‘‘  ‘‘Intelligent and funny‘‘ 

   Heat magazine    GQ magazine 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Important events in the history of the GDR 

7th October 1949 Founding of the GDR 

8th February 1950 Founding of the Ministry for State Security (Stasi) 

25th July 1950 Walter Ulbricht becomes General Secretary of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) 

13th August 1961 Closure of the borders to the Federal Republic; 
building of the Berlin Wall 

3rd May 1971 Erich Honecker becomes First Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the GDR 

9th November 1989 Opening of the Berlin Wall (Fall of the Wall) 

3rd October 1990 Reunification of the Federal Republic of Germany 
(FRG) and the German Democratic Republic (GDR) 

 

The historical background 

After World War II Germany was divided by the Allies (USA, Russia, 

France, Great Britain) into four zones of occupation.  Because of its 

importance the capital city Berlin was divided into four similar 

zones.  But in their zone the Russians introduced changes relating to 

the Communist system in Russia.            

The conflict between East and West developed into a kind of war, 

the so-called ‘‘Cold War‘‘.  In a famous speech on 5th March 1945 in 

Fulton, Missouri, Winston Churchill called the division between East 

and West the ‘‘Iron Curtain‘‘. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

Important personalities 

Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924) was a Russian revolutionary and politician.  

After the Russian Revolution (1917) he was the founder of the Soviet 

Union. 

Sigmund Jähn (born 1937) was an East German cosmonaut.  In 1978 he 

flew with the Russian crew of Soyuz 31 into space.  East German citizens 

were of course proud that a man from their country was the first German 

in space.  As we see in the film, Jähn was Alex‘ idol when he was younger 

and a replacement for the father who had disappeared.  Alex dreams of 

being the second German in space. 

Erich Honecker (1912-1994) was leader of the Socialist Unity Party of 

Germany (SED) and therefore leader of the East German government 

from 1976 to 1989.  Honecker introduced new policies and a new 

economy to the GDR.  His first five-year plan aimed to improve the 

standard of living in the GDR.  An important part of this programme was 

the building of many new flats which were supposed to solve the housing 

crisis. 

 

 



 

mes trials 

As early as November 1945 the war crimes trials began in Nuremberg; this is 

where the guilty leadership elite of the National Socialist regime were to be 

held to account for their behaviour.  Further trials took place in the four 

zones of occupation; these were the trials of less prominent offenders.  

They were charged with either ‘Crimes against Peace‘, ‘War Crimes‘ or 

‘Crimes against Humanity‘.  The judges in court were first-class lawyers from 

the victorious nations as well as from Germany.  The judge who Michael 

visits is an experienced civil servant.  Between 1945 and 2005 criminal 

charges were brought against 172,294 defendants.  It was often difficult to 

prove the crimes of the named perpetrators because many victims were 

already dead.  On top of this, the accused often defended their actions on 

the basis that they were simply obeying orders from above.        

 



 

The social background 

The Stasi was the secret service of the GDR.  By 1989 it had 91,000 officers 

and 174,000 collaborators (and this in a country where the population 

numbered only 16 million).  Their main task consisted in protecting the state, 

seeking out people with anti-socialist opinions and preventing escape from 

the GDR.  Their methods were mostly brutal: long interrogations of prisoners 

and unannounced house searches. 

The Berlin Wall   By 1961 3.5 million citizens had escaped from the GDR.  The 

government had decided to close the borders, ostensibly to protect the 

country against influences from the West.  The Wall was therefore erected on 

13th August 1961 and divided the city into East and West Berlin.  It existed 

until its fall on 9th November 1989. 

The Young Pioneers was the socialist youth organisation of the GDR for 

children between 6 and 10 years of age.  They wore a blue neck scarf, 95% of 

East German youngsters were members. 

Aktuelle Kamera was the news programme on GDR television.  It was 

broadcast daily at 7.30pm.  The programme was state-controlled and depicted 

the West in a negative light. 

Das Sandmännchen was a daily children’s programme.  At 6.50pm it wished 

the children good night. 

Ossi and Wessi were two new words used after the Wende (9th November 

1989) to describe where Germans were from.  People from the so-called ‘‘new 

states‘‘ (of the former GDR) were Ossis and those from the Federal Republic 

were Wessis. 

Various GDR products are mentioned in the film: Spreewald-Gurken 

(gherkins), Mocca-Fix-Gold (coffee) and Tempo-Bohnen (beans).  It is a 

problem for Alex when Christiane wishes to have these things because you 

cannot get them any more in the supermarkets after the Wende. 

The Trabant, often called by the shorter name ‘‘Trabi‘‘, was a popular car in 

the GDR.  More than three million were produced.  The bodywork was made 

of plastic and the car had a maximum speed of 110 km per hour. 

A dacha was a weekend house in the countryside.  Many East Germans had 

one. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unsere Heimat, das sind nicht nur die Städte und Dörfer, 

unsere Heimat sind auch all die Bäume im Wald. 

Unsere Heimat ist das Gras auf der Wiese, 

das Korn auf dem Feld und die Vögel in der Luft 

und die Tiere der Erde 

und die Fische im Fluß sind die Heimat. 

Und wir lieben die Heimat, die schöne 

und wir schützen sie, 

weil sie dem Volke gehört, 

weil sie unserem Volke gehört. 

Our Homeland is not only the cities and villages, 

our Homeland is also all the trees in the forest. 

Our Homeland is the grass in the meadow, 

the grain in the field and the birds in the air 

and the animals of the earth 

and the fish in the river are the Homeland. 

And we love the beautiful homeland, 

and we protect it, 

because it belongs to the People, 

because it belongs to our People. 

 

Unsere Heimat (Our Homeland) was a popular song in the 

German Democratic Republic, where it was sung by the 

Ernst Thälmann Pioneer Organisation. The song 

demonstrates the strong bond between East German 

people and nature, emphasising the important sense of 

one’s Heimat. 

The song features more than once in Good Bye, Lenin! and it 

is sung by Young Pioneer groups. 

The national anthem of the GDR also features towards the end of the film.  

It is called Auferstanden aus Ruinen (Risen from Ruins) and is played in the 

background during Sigmund Jähn’s speech to the nation.  Check it out!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


