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Bienvenue!

1. Why study French?
Congratulations on choosing to study French A-Level. You have opened the door of opportunity! Studying French will enrich your life, giving you opportunities to travel abroad and to learn about different cultures and different ways of life. Studying a language will also enhance your life chances, as universities and employers tend to prefer candidates who can speak more than one language – you will be in an elite club of those who can!

Did you know that linguists are better communicators and writers and have a better understanding of their own language too? Students who study languages do better in tests, and learning a language will improve the functionality of your brain and improve your memory skills.

French is one of the most influential languages in the world and is spoken as a native language in more than two dozen countries on five continents. Depending on your sources, French is either the 11th or the 13th most common native language in the world, with 72 to 79 million native speakers and another 190 million secondary speakers.

Studying A-Level French will enable you to learn the French language and will also help you to gain an in-depth insight into the cultural, social, political and artistic aspects of the French speaking country/countries you will study.

This booklet will help you make the jump from GCSE to A-Level. It’s a big jump but don’t be daunted, just get started! The main reason students find A level study a big jump is if they’ve gone the whole summer without speaking, listening or reading anything in the language.

Bonne Chance!
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“he (she) who does not know foreign languages does not know anything about his (her) own”

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, German writer
2. Prepare for A level

At The Kimberley School we study the AQA A level course.

There are 2 core themes in the A level specification:

· Social Issues and trends

· Political and artistic culture

In addition, you will have to study a film in year 12 and a book in year 13.

Themes and sub-themes will be assessed in paper 1 & 3.

Film and text will be assessed in paper 2.

Paper 1:  Listening, reading and writing (including translations French to English and English to French)

Paper 2:  Writing - One text and one film or two texts from the list set in the specification & Grammar

Paper 3:  Speaking -Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a stimulus card (5 – 6 minutes) You will study the card for 5 minutes at the start of the test. Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9 – 10 minutes) of individual research project.

The choice of works (literary texts and films) offers opportunities to link with the themes.

3. What makes a successful language student

Have opinions: Look at the topic areas and maybe just jot down in French or even English how you feel about the major issues arising from each one of them. Watch the news or read a national broadsheet newspaper. Above all be interested and be informed.
Practise grammar all the time: There is a large gap between GCSE and A-Level, caused to a great extent by the non-grammatical approach to GCSE in the past. It is absolutely unavoidable now, so practise it week-in week-out and bridge that gap!

Be resilient: You’re great at English because of the amount of time you’ve spent practising it, so don’t give up when you don’t immediately master French – none of us do! Spend time little and often to build up your skills.

Go the extra mile: Do not rely merely on time in class to provide you with information for the topic areas and cultural information. Make it a habit to explore on your own, searching for interesting texts and making the most of the wide variety of cultural options provided here. 

Be organised: Keep material from different topic areas separately filed in your folders.
Have a separate grammar book/area and constantly refer to it when attempting written tasks in particular. Always have your grammar books and dictionaries open in front of you when you are attempting tasks in any of the skill areas.
And lastly …

You will take from the course what you put in.

Students who put in the most effort with independent work are always the most successful.

“a different language is a different vision of life”

Frederico Fellini, Italian film director

4. A world of culture

Your GCSE topics were mainly limited to personal matters and experiences. The next step is to try and develop a broader knowledge of the target language country’s society, government, history, fashion, art, music and lifestyle.
At the same time, you will also be developing your listening and reading skills.

French Cinema

Watch films with subtitles in English first, and then in French, will be an excellent preparation for the A level course. This way you listen and read so you see the spelling, hear the pronunciation and learn the meaning in a context, all at the same time. We study the French film “La Haine”.

La Haine, dir. Mathieu Kassovitz (1995)

Au Revoir les Enfants, dir. Louis Malle (1987)


Chocolat, dir. Claire Denis (1988)

La Vie en Rose, dir. Olivier Dahan (2007)

Les Choristes, dir. Christophe Barratier (2004) 

Les 400 Coups, dir. Françöis Truffaut (1959)

Intouchables, dir. Olivier Nakache & Éric Toledano (2011)

La famille Bélier, dir. Éric Lartigau (2014)
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French Television

http://www.tv5monde.com/ Watch this channel to gain access to the last episodes of all of their TV shows. Check out their French language learning section at http://apprendre.tv5monde.com/ where you can watch clips and answer comprehension questions on what you have seen with accompanying grammar exercises.

French Literature

You will be required to do more reading for your A level subjects. In year 13 we study the book “Kiffe Kiffe Demain”, which you will read over the summer between year 12 and 13. This summer why not try to start reading a French book. 
You could get a translation of an English book/author you know eg. Harry Potter or Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 
You could read some of the famous comics such as Asterix or Tintin. 

French books to try would be Le Petit Nicholas, Un sac de billes, Oscar et la Dame Rose
You can have access to free books in the French Institute digital library https://www.culturetheque.com/exploitation/GBR/accueil-portal.aspx 

Keep your own vocabulary book for new expressions you come across. You could order it alphabetically, by topic area based on what we are going to study or just use it as a diary and scribble away your French development in it. 
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TOP TIP: Don’t look up every word you are not sure of when reading an article/ book

Yes… you read that right. When you are reading articles etc., try not to look up every word as it will take you forever. Skim and scan the text to get the gist. Remember to use the context or the article, cognates and common sense to figure out what the article is saying. Pick out a couple of words that you like the look of, that you feel may be real hurdles to getting the idea of the text, look them up carefully and add them to your vocab booklet. The aim at this stage is to get the gist of the article, not be able to translate it completely. Translation is a whole different ball game and you will learn it soon enough.
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French Newspapers

Read a foreign language newspaper. 

Le Figaro has its own website http://www.lefigaro.fr/  so that you can read the paper online. You do not have to read the paper cover to cover, just scan the headlines and pick out ONE article that grabs your attention.

This website is a more light-hearted newspaper which covers global stories as well as gossip. http://www.20minutes.fr Also try https://www.20minutes.fr/arts-stars/television/ This is the TV Channel for this newspaper.

In Spain there is also a news website for young people: www.l-eco.fr It has sections on the Internet and Mobile Technology; Science and Wildlife; Education; Culture; Sport; Society and Health. A glance today contained articles about Facebook, video games and bullying to name but a few.

French Radio

The great thing about listening to the radio is that you can get on with something else at the same time. Listen live using the Radio France or the Europe 1. It sometimes takes a while to buffer so be patient.

∙ Radio France (www.radiofrance.fr ) ∙ Europe 1 (www.europe1.fr )

∙ Le mouv (www.mouv.fr ) (this is the French equivalent to Kiss or Capital) ∙ Europe 2 (www.europe2.fr )

French Music

Music artists are studied in year 12 as part of one of the topics. You will have come across some already. This is another great way to improve listening and reading skills. Use www.lyricstraining.com to play!
Stromae, Soprano, Black M, Big Flo et Oli and many more …
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French Websites
Switch to French browsers such as and http://fr.yahoo.com/ or www.yahoo.fr as well as www.google.fr. This way, you will read French every time you log on and it will become part of your everyday activity.

Look at the BBC website http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/tv for links to French programmes available on line.
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"learn a new language and get a new soul“
Czech proverb
5. Language essentials (or ‘what I should know by now’)

From GCSE you should be starting with the foundation in the table below. Some parts of this may be more secure than other parts, and revision of this is included in the course.

	TOPIC
	CONTENT

	Recognise and use a range of tenses with regular verbs.
	Regular –RE, -ER, -IR verbs:

  Tenses:

  Present (je joue)

Passé Composé (j’ai joué) 

Imperfect (je jouais)

Near Future (form of aller + infinitive) 

Future (eg. Je jouerai)

Conditional (eg. Je jouerais)

	Recognise and use a range of tenses with irregular verbs.
	Common irregular verbs: être, avoir, aller, faire, pouvoir, vouloir, devoir

Tenses: Present

Passé Composé Imperfect

Near Future (form of aller + inf.) Future (eg. Sera)

Conditional (eg. serait)

	Give opinions with reasons
	• A range of opinion expressions

• Positive and negative reasons for opinions

• To be able to agree and disagree

	Develop extended sentences
	· Use sentence starters

· Use complex connectives

· Include a subjunctive phrase

Use 5 is the magic number to help you learn a wider variety of these


The Grammar Revision resources on www.languagesonline.org.uk are great as you can then select what tense you want to revise, read the explanations and complete the exercises.
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Conjuguemos: a great website for practicing your verb conjugations. Find it here: https://conjuguemos.com/
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Language skills: this website is free after 4pm and really comes into its own with its A level section. Practice your verbs, pronouns, do practice translations and review other grammar points. Find it here http://zut.languageskills.co.uk/advanced/year12.html.
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“The limits of my language are the limits of my universe.”

Ludwig Wittgenstein 

6. 10 tasks

1. Familiarise yourself with the topics you are going to study next year. Translate the sub-themes into English.

	Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends

(in relation to any French-speaking country or countries)



	French
	English Translation

	La famille en voie de changement
	The changing nature of family  



	-Grands-parents, parents et enfants – (soucis et problèmes)
	

	-Monoparentalité, homoparentalité, familles recomposées 
	

	-La vie de couple – nouvelles tendances
	

	La « cyber-société »
	The ‘cyber-society’



	-Qui sont les cybernautes? 
	

	-Comment la technologie facilite la vie quotidienne.
	

	-Quels dangers la « cyber-société » pose-t-elle?
	

	Le rôle du bénévolat
	The place of voluntary work



	-Qui sont et que font les bénévoles? 
	

	-Le bénévolat – quelle valeur pour ceux qui sont aidés? 
	

	-Le bénévolat – quelle valeur pour ceux qui aident?
	


	Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues

(in relation to any French-speaking country or countries)



	French
	English Translation

	Les aspects positifs d’une société diverse 
	Positive features of a diverse society

	-L’enrichissement dû à la mixité ethnique 
	

	-Diversité, tolérance et respect
	

	-Diversité – un apprentissage pour la vie
	

	Quelle vie pour les marginalisés?
	Life for the marginalised


	-Qui sont les marginalisés? 
	

	-Quelle aide pour les marginalisés? 
	

	-Quelles attitudes envers les marginalisés?
	

	Comment on traite les criminels 
	How criminals are treated


	-Quelles attitudes envers la criminalité? 
	

	-La prison – échec ou succès? 
	

	- D’autres sanctions
	


	Artistic culture in the French-speaking world

(in relation to any French-speaking country or countries)



	French
	English Translation

	Une culture fière de son patrimoine 


	A culture proud of its heritage

	-Le patrimoine sur le plan national, régional et local 
	

	-Comment le patrimoine reflète la culture 
	

	-Le patrimoine et le tourisme
	

	La musique francophone contemporaine

	Contemporary francophone music

	-La diversité de la musique francophone contemporaine 
	

	-Qui écoute et apprécie cette musique? 
	

	-Comment sauvegarder cette musique
	

	Cinéma: le septième art

	Cinema: the 7th art form

	-Pourquoi le septième art? 
	

	-Le cinéma – une passion nationale? 
	

	-Evolution du cinéma – les grandes lignes
	

	Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world

(in relation to any French-speaking country or countries)

	French
	English Translation

	Les ados, le droit de vote et l’engagement politique
	Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment

	-Pour ou contre le droit de vote? 
	

	-Les ados et l’engagement politique – motivés ou démotivés? 
	

	-Quel avenir pour la politique?
	

	Manifestations, grèves – à qui le pouvoir?
	Demonstrations, strikes – who holds the power?

	-Le pouvoir des syndicats 
	

	-Manifestations et grèves – sont-elles efficaces? 
	

	-Attitudes différentes envers ces tensions politiques
	

	La politique et l’immigration
	Politics and immigration


	-Solutions politiques à la question de l’immigration 
	

	-L’immigration et les partis politiques 
	

	-L’engagement politique chez les immigrés
	


2. Summarise, in French, 2 articles (that were in French!) that you have read from one of the websites/ papers above and say why they interested you. If you cannot print the article, make a note of the website. Try and make these related to one of the topics we will study (as per the table above).

3. Translate this review from allocine.fr for La Haine before watching it. Bring this along with you on paper to your first lesson:
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4. Choose a Francophone country and prepare a short presentation on an aspect of culture – this should last no longer than 5 mins. You can create a PPT if you want, but try and use headings rather than too much prose on the slide. This will be good practice for your IRP. 

5. Choose something to watch/listen to/read from the ‘A world of culture’ section.

6. Go onto www.languagesonline.org.uk . Complete 10 exercises. Each exercise takes less than 5 minutes. Note down the exercise you did and your score.

7. Set your phone/computer to French. This will familiarise you with basic everyday language.

8. Log on to Memrise and join the class called ‘Alevel French’ and work on your verbs https://www.memrise.com/group/109391/ 
9. Complete the tense worksheet (Appendix 1) to practice your tenses.

10. Choose a French song on www.lyricstraining.com at Beginner level, and see if you can progress up. 
Complete the Independent task log, or make your own one up but you will go through it with your French teacher in September so make sure that it is clear and useful to you.

When you look at a website/link on here, highlight it and note the date and what you thought about it. You can then put a couple of notes in your task log.
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INDEPENDENT TASK LOG

Every time you work on your language learning, complete the details below as a record:

	Date
	Skill practised

Eg. reading, grammar, other …
	Source 
	Topic
	Time spent
	Reflection, evaluation
	Evidence

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


7. Useful resources

	Grammar
	www.laits.utexas.edu/tex/gr/index.html 

http://www.verb2verbe.com/TestInit.aspx 

	Vocab/general help
	https://www.thoughtco.com/french-4133079 

http://www.frenchrevision.co.uk/  

https://www.bonjourdefrance.com/ 

https://mfl.jimdofree.com/resources/ 

	TV/radio
	www.tf1.fr
www.radio-france.fr/reportage/archives/
www.france2.fr 

www.m6music.fr 

	Newspapers 
	www.lemonde.fr
www.liberation.fr
www.lequipe.fr

	Translator in context
	http://www.linguee.com/
http://www.reverso.net/text_translation.aspx?lang=EN


	News on current events
	https://www.lumni.fr/ 
https://monquotidien.playbacpresse.fr/

	French pronunciation
	https://www.acapela-group.com/demos/ 
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Appendix 1: Tenses workout

Can you identify the tense (or mood)? Use the highlighted abbreviations & then translate in to English

	
	Tense
	Translation 

	1. J’ai dû y aller hier


	
	

	2. Je voudrais aller au Maroc 


	
	

	3. Elle a de la chance


	
	

	4. Elles avaient eu des problèmes avec la voiture 
	
	

	5. Il arriva chez lui à dix-huit heures
	
	

	6. Il faut que je fasse un effort


	
	

	7. Il arrivera en retard comme toujours 
	
	

	8. Il est parti en courant
	
	

	9. Allez-y!


	
	

	10. Il aura fini son travail demain 
	
	

	11. J’aurais voulu voir ce film
	
	

	12. Je jouais au foot quand j’étais jeune
	
	

	13. Il va regarder la télé ce soir

	
	



PResent
               IMPerfect 
PERFect (le passé composé) 
Conditional 

Past Conditional    Future 
             Future PERFect 

NEAR Future 

Past Historic
            (present) Subjunctive
PLUperfect


PResent PARTiciple
             IMPERative

Fill in the grid with both the je (first person) and il/elle/on (third person singular) forms

	Infinitive
	Present
	Imperfect
	Perfect
	Future
	conditional
	Subjunctive

	aller
	va
	
	suis allé
	
	irait
	

	être
	
	étais
	_
	
	
	

	avoir
	
	
	
	
	
	

	faire
	
	
	
	
	
	

	pouvoir
	
	
	
	
	
	

	savoir
	
	
	
	
	
	

	devoir
	
	
	
	
	
	

	prendre
	
	
	
	 prendra
	
	

	venir
	
	
	
	
	
	vienne

	partir
	part
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Add an extra 3 verbs!
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